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AMERICA’S PREDATORY WAR
Rudolf Augstein
Trondated from DER SPIEGEL, Hombwrg

QUR AMERICAN friends avoid us and we them.
We mect their glance in the mild hope of not having
to- discuss politics.. There is no longer any agteement
between us, The war in Vietnam divides us from them
and probably will fora long time.

The war in Vietnam is changing an entire nation
and our relations to it; it is splitting the West into
two camps. De Gaulle-and U Thant are as one in
their rejection of what the United States is doing.

On television we see how entire regions in South
Vietnam are forcibly evacuated and whole villages
blown to pieces. Petrified by this incomprehensible
“defense,” women and old men submit to being led
away from their homes, leaving behind a trail of scat-
tered possessions which have fallen out of their hurnry-
ing carts.

- Crops are destroyed by special chemical sprays. Na-
palm bums ten noncombatants to death, and a child
is always one of them, before one Vietcong guerrilla

is killed. Day by day, the number of the quarnry bagged |

is counted up.

Seriously wounded, halé-dead prisoners are interro- |

gated by American officers. Weapons not covered by
the Geneva Convention are being tested with great
success, There is no longer any doubt: war crimes are
being committed, not by German barbarians, not by
Asian Communists (though they do toa), but by the
‘wealthicst, the most powciful and most democratic
republic in the world,

In North Vietnam, dikes and jigation canals in
the thickly populated coastal delta have already been
bombed. General Maxwell Taylor has said that the
ring around the capital, Hanoi, is being drawa tighter
and the air attacks will “raze everything that North
Vietnam has built up in the last ten years.”

Until now the Americans have waged but few and
minor predatory wars. They have never sanctioned
torture till now. They have never before engaged in
untilitary operations on behalf of a puppet regime
which they, and they alone, sustain, But this is what

’
Sorry ‘Bout That

| New Republic, Jam: 9, 1067
The Secretary of State and the Sectetary of Defense and numerpus
subordinates wish they could supply us with some reasonably accurate
estimates of dvilian casualties in South Vietnam, but they can't, it is
beyond them, They have even less information on casualties in the
north caused by our air raids. For evidence on that matter, we must
rely on what Hanoi claims, supplemented by reports just beginning
to come in from the few credible American correspondents admitted
to the north. The first of these, Harrison Salisbury of The New York
Times, reported last week that conirary to initial Pentagon denials,
our planes have caused extensive damage in and aronnd Hanoi to
civilians, to their homes, and their places of work. We are bombing
more than bridges, rail yards and infiltration routes.

The question has been asked. In February of last year, Senator
Claiborne Pell wondered why it was so difficult to get any reliable
statistics. Secretary Rusk replied: 1 just don’t know. I have not
myself seen any such figures:”* On April 20, during the Senate Foreign
Relations Committee interrogation of Secretary McNamara, the ques-
tion was again put by Senator Pell. Mr. McMamara replied: “I re-

ceived a report from General Westmoreland this mom-
ing just before coming over here which stated that the
total number of civilians killed inadvertently through
US military operations jn South Vietnam amounted to
1377 '
There have been, of course, wunofficial estimates.
The AP reported last December 22 that “fgures from
Vietnamese and American public and private sources
- indicate that this year’s civilian death toll has averaged
5 about 1,000 a month, with at least three times that
ys] many wounded.” The AP cited one instance of a US-
¢ conducted, one-day check last fall, which showed that
g% “more-thar 1,600 of nearly 10,000 patients in 60 hos-
i2 pitils were being treated for wounds connected with
= war. Not included were the hundreds of civikans cared
&t)r l:.tmpemvnu:ial dispensaries, village aid stations, and
a -ff ’ = %

they are doing today, .

Christmas lesson from
Vietnam Manchester Guardian Dec. 24

Two years ago most people in this
couniry would have tended to blame any
violations of the truce on the Com-
munists, It is probably no longer so.
Today the Americans are just as likely
to be blamed for shooting first, for
official American - statements are no
longer taken on trust here. That is one
of the by-products of the war. In the
Unifed States, where the phenomenon
is naturally causing even more eoncern,
it is called the “ credibility gap.” We
always used to be told that American
bombing crews were both scrupulous
and skilled in confining their aim to

military. targets. :Mr Harrison Salisbury

has described what he has seen in North
Vietnam—the “block upon block of
ordinary  housing®  destroyed by
repeated bombing raids. And on Tues-
day the Defence Department admitted
that civilian areas de get hit, .

The Defence Department still jnsists
that its policy is to bomb only military
targets, “ particularly those which have
a direct impact on the movement of men
and supplies in South Vietnam.” Yet
Mr Salisbury tells of a repeatedly
bombed town with none of those targets
but only a textile mill and other
factories. What cause has the Depart-
ment given ug to believe its own spokes-

: believe them ?
| may himself have believed them ig no

man rather than Mr Salisbury ?
Indeed, why should we believe the
recent promise of support for U Thant’s
peace efforts, or the Manila Declaration,
or the Honoluir Declaration, or the
Baltimore speech, or any of the other
words which deeds have contradicted
while they were being uitered ? Mare to
the point, why shoul the Hanoi Govern.
ment or the National Liberation Front
That President Johnson

consolation; on the contrary, if the
world is to be safe jt Is important that
he should be fess deluded than anybody.



Thailand

A WAR UNDER WRAPS

" by Carol Brightman
The United States is not in Thailand to roil
back a local insurgency or to manufacture
another showcase for democracy. Her real
interest in the place would seem to lie in pre-
cisely what she denles. In deference to this
basic clue to American diplomatic strategy in
Asia, Harrison Salisbury recently commenced
his survey of the U.S. interest as follows:
“Officially, Thailand is not involved in Viet-
nam. Officially, Thatland is neutral.... Offi-
cially, the U.S. has no bases in Thailand.
Officially, the U.8. has no armed forees in
Thailand, except for small training missions”
(N.Y. Times, 9/4/66). In reality, Thailand is
providing. the launcing pad for a major part
of the U.5. air raids on North Vietmam and

the so-called Ho Chi Minh Trail in Laos. In |G

reality, the military investment in Thailand is
far more durable, with greater long-term signif-
icance, than in Vietnam,

Let us review present operations first. In mid-
1965, it was revealed that the 11.8. 13th Air
Force, together with the Thai Air Force, had
been actively engaged in bombing Pathet Lao
concentrations in Laos for some time. In late
1965, it was reported that 1.5, Alr Force
bombers were freely attecking alleged infiltra-
tion routes through Laos and southeastern
North Vietnam as well. According to Murray
Marder writing in the Washington Post on
October 3 of this year, U.5.-Thai bases are
now fielding over -BO% of the land-based air
power that strikes all of North Vietnam. Aboui
a week earlier, the London Daily Mail's Bang-
kok correspondent, Arthur Cook, reported that
more than half of all the air attacks on North
Vietnam now originate in Thailand.

Cook referred to the fact that none of these
flights are reported in military briefinge, and
that in explanation of this, both 1.8, and Thai
officials note that “no war has been declared
on North Vietnam.” For this reason they main-
tain that they are not violating internationa]
law, and, presumably, that they are not offi-

cially bound to make public the results of Thai-

based raids.

This secrecy has a dauble significance. First,
the United States explanation for it demon-
strates just how seriously the President took the
Tonkin Resolution as a mandate for general
war. Second, it renders the official estimate of
the strategy of bombing North Vietnam mean-
ingless, and suggests that far more severe losses
in aircraft, and pilots have occurred than has
been admitted, and that the lack of success in|
fulfilling tactical and political objectives is more
glaring than supposed.

One section from Viet Report, II:7

From

Thailand?

Informed sources said, howev-
er, Bils alveady are on station
at U-Tapac Air Base . in
Thailand and bombing  ryns
either have begum of will
shortly. The proximity of
Thajland cuts down els-to-gir |
refueling requirements and
cowld rsult in a step-up in at-
. . tacks by the high-flying bombers,
The- 35_2 bombing strike today A lyentagun spokesman  In
was against a regular Commu- Washington  denied any BB2s
nist ferce which intelligence were flying from bases in
sources spotted in the DMZ that Thailend  ageinst Communist
divids the warring Vietnams, targets in Viemam. He said “no
It was not known if the/bombers were there and we
bombers took off from nearby|“ave no bases for them, We
Thailand or from their regular| 've not authorized B5? bomb-
gtation 2,500 milss away in| to operate from Thailand.”

uam,

B52s

SAIGON (UPD—US. B&2
sombers today atacked North
Vietnamese troop conceptra-
Jons in the demilitarized zone
(DMZ), and it was learned that
the mighty Stratofortresses now
are statioped at 8 new base in
Thailand.

New Republic, Jan. 7, 1967
Pictures in Qur Minds

The United States is prepared to fight a major war with
China. So says an NBC News documentary, seen by
millions, called “The Battle for Asia.” It describes
Southeast Asia 25 “a ruthless tangle of animosities,
more unfathomable and bitter than the mountaineer
feuds of the Kentucky hills,” where “no neighbors are
friends” and “a thousand scores remain unsettled.”
Americans are fighting there, in Vietnam and Thailand,
and “the stmple fact is we can’t stop now.” Why not?
Because, says NBC News, the region tempts “7oo
million Chinese neighbors who are short of food and
resources, in addition to embracing a political creed
that demands they conquer the world.” That is why the
US is putting billions of dollars into'military installa-
tions in Thailand, “the most succulent country in
Southeast Asia.” Also, “most of our air war against
North Vietnam is flown from Thailand,” where “not
since the Japanese were guests of the Thais during
World War II has there been so much military activity
and construction.” It’s all part of the build-up against
China, the NBC News documentary explains; “the
35,000 American troops today in Thailand are making
it into a US bastion in the Battle of Asia,” and in this
battle “Thailand is our ally . . . to escape Chinese
domination,” '

The documentary insists that “Thailand, like Viet-
nam, is under attack by an Asiatic brand of commu-
nism, resolved that its expansion is. inevitable, its
viclent methods irresistible.” In the script, however,
7oo million Chinese crunching on Thai succulence

soon dwindle to 4,000 Vietnamese (out of 40,000 living
in Thailand) who are said to be waging guerrilla war-
fare against the Bangkok government in nine north-
east provinces which are called “the Appalachia of
Thailand” because “the rice vield is 40 percent below
the national average.” Lest this disclosure breed doubt,






