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AMERICA’S PREDATORY WAR
Rudolf Augstein
Trondated from DER SPIEGEL, Hombwrg

QUR AMERICAN friends avoid us and we them.
We mect their glance in the mild hope of not having
to- discuss politics.. There is no longer any agteement
between us, The war in Vietnam divides us from them
and probably will fora long time.

The war in Vietnam is changing an entire nation
and our relations to it; it is splitting the West into
two camps. De Gaulle-and U Thant are as one in
their rejection of what the United States is doing.

On television we see how entire regions in South
Vietnam are forcibly evacuated and whole villages
blown to pieces. Petrified by this incomprehensible
“defense,” women and old men submit to being led
away from their homes, leaving behind a trail of scat-
tered possessions which have fallen out of their hurnry-
ing carts.

- Crops are destroyed by special chemical sprays. Na-
palm bums ten noncombatants to death, and a child
is always one of them, before one Vietcong guerrilla

is killed. Day by day, the number of the quarnry bagged |

is counted up.

Seriously wounded, halé-dead prisoners are interro- |

gated by American officers. Weapons not covered by
the Geneva Convention are being tested with great
success, There is no longer any doubt: war crimes are
being committed, not by German barbarians, not by
Asian Communists (though they do toa), but by the
‘wealthicst, the most powciful and most democratic
republic in the world,

In North Vietnam, dikes and jigation canals in
the thickly populated coastal delta have already been
bombed. General Maxwell Taylor has said that the
ring around the capital, Hanoi, is being drawa tighter
and the air attacks will “raze everything that North
Vietnam has built up in the last ten years.”

Until now the Americans have waged but few and
minor predatory wars. They have never sanctioned
torture till now. They have never before engaged in
untilitary operations on behalf of a puppet regime
which they, and they alone, sustain, But this is what

’
Sorry ‘Bout That

| New Republic, Jam: 9, 1067
The Secretary of State and the Sectetary of Defense and numerpus
subordinates wish they could supply us with some reasonably accurate
estimates of dvilian casualties in South Vietnam, but they can't, it is
beyond them, They have even less information on casualties in the
north caused by our air raids. For evidence on that matter, we must
rely on what Hanoi claims, supplemented by reports just beginning
to come in from the few credible American correspondents admitted
to the north. The first of these, Harrison Salisbury of The New York
Times, reported last week that conirary to initial Pentagon denials,
our planes have caused extensive damage in and aronnd Hanoi to
civilians, to their homes, and their places of work. We are bombing
more than bridges, rail yards and infiltration routes.

The question has been asked. In February of last year, Senator
Claiborne Pell wondered why it was so difficult to get any reliable
statistics. Secretary Rusk replied: 1 just don’t know. I have not
myself seen any such figures:”* On April 20, during the Senate Foreign
Relations Committee interrogation of Secretary McNamara, the ques-
tion was again put by Senator Pell. Mr. McMamara replied: “I re-

ceived a report from General Westmoreland this mom-
ing just before coming over here which stated that the
total number of civilians killed inadvertently through
US military operations jn South Vietnam amounted to
1377 '
There have been, of course, wunofficial estimates.
The AP reported last December 22 that “fgures from
Vietnamese and American public and private sources
- indicate that this year’s civilian death toll has averaged
5 about 1,000 a month, with at least three times that
ys] many wounded.” The AP cited one instance of a US-
¢ conducted, one-day check last fall, which showed that
g% “more-thar 1,600 of nearly 10,000 patients in 60 hos-
i2 pitils were being treated for wounds connected with
= war. Not included were the hundreds of civikans cared
&t)r l:.tmpemvnu:ial dispensaries, village aid stations, and
a -ff ’ = %

they are doing today, .

Christmas lesson from
Vietnam Manchester Guardian Dec. 24

Two years ago most people in this
couniry would have tended to blame any
violations of the truce on the Com-
munists, It is probably no longer so.
Today the Americans are just as likely
to be blamed for shooting first, for
official American - statements are no
longer taken on trust here. That is one
of the by-products of the war. In the
Unifed States, where the phenomenon
is naturally causing even more eoncern,
it is called the “ credibility gap.” We
always used to be told that American
bombing crews were both scrupulous
and skilled in confining their aim to

military. targets. :Mr Harrison Salisbury

has described what he has seen in North
Vietnam—the “block upon block of
ordinary  housing®  destroyed by
repeated bombing raids. And on Tues-
day the Defence Department admitted
that civilian areas de get hit, .

The Defence Department still jnsists
that its policy is to bomb only military
targets, “ particularly those which have
a direct impact on the movement of men
and supplies in South Vietnam.” Yet
Mr Salisbury tells of a repeatedly
bombed town with none of those targets
but only a textile mill and other
factories. What cause has the Depart-
ment given ug to believe its own spokes-

: believe them ?
| may himself have believed them ig no

man rather than Mr Salisbury ?
Indeed, why should we believe the
recent promise of support for U Thant’s
peace efforts, or the Manila Declaration,
or the Honoluir Declaration, or the
Baltimore speech, or any of the other
words which deeds have contradicted
while they were being uitered ? Mare to
the point, why shoul the Hanoi Govern.
ment or the National Liberation Front
That President Johnson

consolation; on the contrary, if the
world is to be safe jt Is important that
he should be fess deluded than anybody.



Thailand

A WAR UNDER WRAPS

" by Carol Brightman
The United States is not in Thailand to roil
back a local insurgency or to manufacture
another showcase for democracy. Her real
interest in the place would seem to lie in pre-
cisely what she denles. In deference to this
basic clue to American diplomatic strategy in
Asia, Harrison Salisbury recently commenced
his survey of the U.S. interest as follows:
“Officially, Thailand is not involved in Viet-
nam. Officially, Thatland is neutral.... Offi-
cially, the U.S. has no bases in Thailand.
Officially, the U.8. has no armed forees in
Thailand, except for small training missions”
(N.Y. Times, 9/4/66). In reality, Thailand is
providing. the launcing pad for a major part
of the U.5. air raids on North Vietmam and

the so-called Ho Chi Minh Trail in Laos. In |G

reality, the military investment in Thailand is
far more durable, with greater long-term signif-
icance, than in Vietnam,

Let us review present operations first. In mid-
1965, it was revealed that the 11.8. 13th Air
Force, together with the Thai Air Force, had
been actively engaged in bombing Pathet Lao
concentrations in Laos for some time. In late
1965, it was reported that 1.5, Alr Force
bombers were freely attecking alleged infiltra-
tion routes through Laos and southeastern
North Vietnam as well. According to Murray
Marder writing in the Washington Post on
October 3 of this year, U.5.-Thai bases are
now fielding over -BO% of the land-based air
power that strikes all of North Vietnam. Aboui
a week earlier, the London Daily Mail's Bang-
kok correspondent, Arthur Cook, reported that
more than half of all the air attacks on North
Vietnam now originate in Thailand.

Cook referred to the fact that none of these
flights are reported in military briefinge, and
that in explanation of this, both 1.8, and Thai
officials note that “no war has been declared
on North Vietnam.” For this reason they main-
tain that they are not violating internationa]
law, and, presumably, that they are not offi-

cially bound to make public the results of Thai-

based raids.

This secrecy has a dauble significance. First,
the United States explanation for it demon-
strates just how seriously the President took the
Tonkin Resolution as a mandate for general
war. Second, it renders the official estimate of
the strategy of bombing North Vietnam mean-
ingless, and suggests that far more severe losses
in aircraft, and pilots have occurred than has
been admitted, and that the lack of success in|
fulfilling tactical and political objectives is more
glaring than supposed.

One section from Viet Report, II:7

From

Thailand?

Informed sources said, howev-
er, Bils alveady are on station
at U-Tapac Air Base . in
Thailand and bombing  ryns
either have begum of will
shortly. The proximity of
Thajland cuts down els-to-gir |
refueling requirements and
cowld rsult in a step-up in at-
. . tacks by the high-flying bombers,
The- 35_2 bombing strike today A lyentagun spokesman  In
was against a regular Commu- Washington  denied any BB2s
nist ferce which intelligence were flying from bases in
sources spotted in the DMZ that Thailend  ageinst Communist
divids the warring Vietnams, targets in Viemam. He said “no
It was not known if the/bombers were there and we
bombers took off from nearby|“ave no bases for them, We
Thailand or from their regular| 've not authorized B5? bomb-
gtation 2,500 milss away in| to operate from Thailand.”

uam,

B52s

SAIGON (UPD—US. B&2
sombers today atacked North
Vietnamese troop conceptra-
Jons in the demilitarized zone
(DMZ), and it was learned that
the mighty Stratofortresses now
are statioped at 8 new base in
Thailand.

New Republic, Jan. 7, 1967
Pictures in Qur Minds

The United States is prepared to fight a major war with
China. So says an NBC News documentary, seen by
millions, called “The Battle for Asia.” It describes
Southeast Asia 25 “a ruthless tangle of animosities,
more unfathomable and bitter than the mountaineer
feuds of the Kentucky hills,” where “no neighbors are
friends” and “a thousand scores remain unsettled.”
Americans are fighting there, in Vietnam and Thailand,
and “the stmple fact is we can’t stop now.” Why not?
Because, says NBC News, the region tempts “7oo
million Chinese neighbors who are short of food and
resources, in addition to embracing a political creed
that demands they conquer the world.” That is why the
US is putting billions of dollars into'military installa-
tions in Thailand, “the most succulent country in
Southeast Asia.” Also, “most of our air war against
North Vietnam is flown from Thailand,” where “not
since the Japanese were guests of the Thais during
World War II has there been so much military activity
and construction.” It’s all part of the build-up against
China, the NBC News documentary explains; “the
35,000 American troops today in Thailand are making
it into a US bastion in the Battle of Asia,” and in this
battle “Thailand is our ally . . . to escape Chinese
domination,” '

The documentary insists that “Thailand, like Viet-
nam, is under attack by an Asiatic brand of commu-
nism, resolved that its expansion is. inevitable, its
viclent methods irresistible.” In the script, however,
7oo million Chinese crunching on Thai succulence

soon dwindle to 4,000 Vietnamese (out of 40,000 living
in Thailand) who are said to be waging guerrilla war-
fare against the Bangkok government in nine north-
east provinces which are called “the Appalachia of
Thailand” because “the rice vield is 40 percent below
the national average.” Lest this disclosure breed doubt,



the NBC documentary sturdily contends that “what

Thai government is both concerned and capable” and
is “trying to reinforce its military operations by be-
friending the people.” How? The documentary pro-
~ceeds: “As the children meet their government for the
first time, their playground becomes a landing zone
for US helicopters carrying US armed and advised
Thai soldiers. . . . In this and other military operations,
10 percent of the total Thai “population has been
arrested, imprisoned, sent to rehabilitation centers or

shot on the spot”™; “The youngest communist prisoner :

iis
makes this battle different from Vietnam is that the |

18 months old.”
In the circumstances, NBC News has to admit that
#Thailand, once called Siam,. is not a democracy or
even a free country,” but “is run by a military oli-
garchy” that for seven years has kept rejecting drafts
of a new constitution because the drafts have all been
“too democratic.” However, “most Thais seem to like
things the way they are”; perhaps because, according
to NBC News, “oppeortunism is . . . part of Asia’s cul-
ture” and “violence and pain have been developed to
an art form in Asia,”

Defoliation
in Vietnam

Excerpts from
The Air War in Vietham

By Frank Harvey

“I)ixie Station Lon an aireraft carrier off South Viet-
nam] has a reason. A pilot going inte combat for the
firat thne ls a bit like a swimmer about to dive in an
icy lake. He likes to get hia big toe wet and then wade
around a Kittle hefore leaping off the high board. Sa it
is fortunate that young pilots can get their first taste
of combat under the direction of a forward air con-
troller over & flat eountry in bright sunghine where
nobody ia shooting back with high-powered ack-ack.
He learns how it feels to drop bombe on human beinge
and wateh huta go up in a boil of orange flame when
his gluminum napalm tanks tumble inte them. He geta
hardened to pressing the firing button and cutting peo-
ple down like little cloth dummies ag they sprint franti-
cally under them.

“On Yankee Station, some hundreds of miles to the
north, the shoe is definitely on the other foot. When
you fly into North Vietnam against the triple-A [anti-
aircraft] and the SAMg (purface-to-air miggiles), when
the air is ao full of flak bursts you can’t see how you
possibly can go through them wunhit, the experience
earned on Dixie stands you in good stead, Warm-up
lasts a week to 10 days before you steam north into
the real hell.”

Before I left the Delta, I spent five days and nights in the
operating roems and wards of the Can Tho civilian hospital.
Usually two people shared a bed and sometimes the emer-
gency room was using all three tables at the same time and
people were lying on the floor and even outside on the porch.
Most injuries were from gunshot, moriar or napalm, Dr.
Frank Camp, the director of the Air Force Surgical Team

and boss of this huge old hospital, teld me they treated more

civilians there than the Arvin hospital next door treated lfaton eompound in Can Tho.
wounded soldiers, . . . Of the hundreds of casualties, & Very |home to the Siates the next

high percentage were women and children. - . .

They Admire “Charlie’s” Courage

The shop talk of the Huey [armed helicopter] pilots was
grim, colorful snd to the point, "I shot up Charlie in the
paddies today,” one of them said. “I ran that little mother
all over the place hosing him with guns but somehow or other
we just didn’t hit him. Finally he turned on us and gtood
there facing ug with his rifle. We really busted his ass then.
Biew him up like a toy balloon,” Ancther pilot commented
‘o this. “You got to hand it to those Jittle mothers. They
got the guts, If we had them on our side, we'd wrap up this
war in about a month.” . . .

SAIGON (UPD—
area the size of the
Rhode Island, strip it of every | the unit assigned to defoliate
leaf, blade of grass, vegetable
and flower, and you will get
some idea of what American
pilots have dome in Vietnam
during the
this year.

| felt a little queasy.

Take an' The pilots are members of the
state of [ 12th Air Commando Squadrom,

"Viet Cong base areas and
routes of communication with
chemicals. They also destroy
. : ‘crops which are grown by, or
first nine months of lior, the Viet Cong.

Dec. 17, 1966

November, 1966
Flying Magazine

“I gaw bright aluminum cigare detach from his belly and
sumble end over end. Twoe cans of napalm hit without ex-
ploding. Then more cans hit and the village was obliterated
in a great rolling cloud of flame. Inveluntarily I looked
away. When I Inoked baek two of the huls were burning
hrightly. ‘Couple of duds,” the F-100 jock said disgustediy
over hig radio. ‘The damned igniters musi bave goofed.
“Now the two jets were setling up their strafing pass.
IThey took their time. There was no hurry. Nobody was
ighooting back. One at a time, they made a deliberate race-
track pattern and a long careful final. Then they fiashed
over the village at 40 knots and walked their 20mm shelis
through the houses in = flurry of dusty explosions, When
they had fired out their amme and pulled off the target, I
asked Col. Goldsberry if he would please take me home as
He was a very considerate man. He

ineid he would indeed. ] .

“A FAC [Forward Air Controller] must be very sure of
what he’s deing before he ealls in the jeis. He can kill o
loi of innmocent people if he niakes a mistake, which some.
|times happens. Imet a FAC whe had been directing gunfire
‘fmm Navy destroyers against hootches [native huts—IFS]
|and VC concentrations for several months. The destroyers
were many miles offshore in a rolling ocean. This young
man had been relieved of duty because he had openly de-
clared himself guilty of assisting in the killing of many
civiliane because the long-range gune had fired wild 20 often,
'hitting houses amd pecple in the vicinity of the target co-
ordinates. It was impossible not to feel the agony this boy
wag suffering. ‘I just wani to ge home and forget it for-
ever,” he gaid.

“pAnother FAC who had just flown his last ertillery-ii-
recting mission over & nearhy village was in the bar at the
He said he was going back
day. He had been ordered to
direct artillery against a village hecause ‘three YC were
reported there this morning.’ He got over the village, he
said, and looked down and all he could see were men, Women
and children walking around. He radioed back to the Arvins
[Army of Houth Vietnam—IFS] and told them he didn’t
see anyhody who resembled a3 VC but that there were
civilians in the village. Did the province chief really want
this place hit? They radioed back that the provinee chief
did, and te send the coordinates. I sent them,’ this young
FAC told me snd drained his drink. ’

“"You must have seen s lot of people killed,” 1 said.

“iNo,’ he said. ‘No people got killed. Nobody was in
the paddy where 1 directed the artillery fire.”




Refugees

By KENNETH L. WHITING

SAIGON th — Move than 10
per cent of South Vietnam's 15
million people are war refu-
gees. Another half million are
expected to pour into rehigee
camps this year.

The flood of refugees has
created problems for the Sai-
g povernmment and Ameri-
can advisers. It has also cre-
ated hardships for the Com-
munist guerrillas.

“Whenever villagers flee,
the Viet Cong-are denied coolie
labor to haul their supplies,
aml rice growers and taxpay-
ers,” said Edward L: Law-
rence of the U.S. Apency for
International Development,

“The refugees are pepple
who vote with their feet, They
are voting against the Viet
Cm; jast’ as those who fled

East Germany viged against
fhe. Communists there,” he
said.

Vietnamese -statistics show
there were 1,616,663 refugees
in this eouniry from January,
1964, 10 December, 1965, More
than half fillion of them have
been returned to their villages
or have heen resettied in 412

t.- sponsored ham-
lets. . The - Saigon--regime pro-
vides: 208-temporary camps —
most ef ithem crowded and un-
sanigty, — for 754,709 who. arg
still’

Mast were driven trom tielr
homes by the climate of bru-
tality and uncertainty which
lies over Viemam.

Some fled excessive taxa-
tion, forced labor o impress
ment of their young men into
military service — either hy
the Vigt Coog or the Saigon
military junta. Some are po
Htically motivated, Some fear
reprisals, Most flee to escape
the cressfire of war.

Jan 13, 1967

The refugee flow mcreases
sharply during and just after
a tnajor battle. The hesviest
concentrations of Vietnamese
in temporary shelters are
along the central const stretch-
ing north from Cam Ranh Bay
to Da Nang,

Bin Dinh prnvmoe, with 187,
755 in temporary camps, is
the leading refugee concentra-
tion, A number of vicious bat-
tles were fought in Bink Dinbk
in the past twp vears a.d the
province has been hammered
by U.5. bombers.

Military action has heent -
creasing largely in the fertife
Mekong Delta where almost

‘halt of all South Vietnamese
ilive. Refugees will increase

in the delta because of large
scale military operations now
under way, experts said. .
BECOME PERMANENT
Temporary refugee caml
grow intp permanent hamlets
it there is. sufficient aral
land. Where farmland
scarce relief oficiuls hope 1
retrain refugees to hold tech
nical or semiskitled jobs,
Refugee centers near Cain
Rath Bay are training Vietr
mese to work in the sprawling
11.5. installation. They afe
needed now for the war effort
and officiels expect they will
provide a labor force when ¥ |

age.
Refugees are questioned
clogely when they iurn them:

{selves in, They are issued an

identification card which
serves as an eMergency ration
card, A duplicate is kept by
authorities as a security
check.

The homeless each get W
piasters (about 7 cents U.8)
per day for 2 month. In emer-
gencies, this payment is ex-
tendedt for two or three
months.

SEEN AS TOOL

Diem planned to huild %
agrovilles, -each helding 4,000
peaple and selt-sustaining, The
idea’ was suggested by the Chi-
nese. commune wystern, ond
Diem "viewed it as a fool fa
the . economic dwe]ppmmt of
rural areas.

. The program failed.

Diem then set out on hls most
ambitious scheme to win aver
the population. He would do this
with sirategic hamlets, a pro-
gram administered with fanati-

Dmh Nhu.

The hmerican view of the
strategic hamlet differed. con-
siderably fromi Ngo Dinh Nbu's.
The relocation gf milliens of the
riral pepulation,.the bullding’ of
hamlets surreunded by barbed
wire, mud walls, a\duubie oW

cal zeal by his brather, Ngo|

!
it
of spikéd bamboo sticks and-a
moat, were seen by Americans
as an opporunity for meaning-
ful and systematic social wel-
fare work. The phrase "winuing
the hearts and minds of the pee-
ple”’ became popular in thnse
fdays
Nhu saw the hamlets ditfer-
&m}y They were ideal fgr pop-
iyfation “conteol, 'for gathéking
taxes, keeping dossiers, chedke
ing loyalties. Patrenagé ' was
distributed to - those who eok
laberated.
.. RED ACTIONS

The Viet Cong fought the pro-
gram vigornusly, burning down
hamlet lences or enlisting the
aid of disgrumtled *settbars to
destroy the hamiets they re-
sented, The Viet Cong totk over
many of them. The' jrogtam
was staggering to failire iate
in. 1963 when  the governmiwit
was overthrown and Diem amd
Nhu were killed. .

nebaﬂaﬁmmwmmkach
Kiett, 8 few days befors Christ-
mas. and encountered the first
problem, There was no place to
bivouae the troops other than in|
the houses within the viilage of
Rach Kien itself. The country-
side ig so fush that every inch of
: ground {2 planted in rice;

{ OCCUPY HOUSES

So the Americans moved into[
is convetted to peacetime us. 4 about half the village, dccupy-
ing 30 houses, Soms had been)

abandoned over the year, others
still hefd families.
b FORTIFIED

The Atnericans have bult up
the homes they occupy into
sapdbagged fortifications, with
machine gunz poking ocut from|

F Mekong N

doorways and windows,

Gliliz: says "hw “realizms - the
danger to the fown now
.8 troops have taken kalf of-
over. “I{ the Viet Cong attack
through that part of town whith
we don’t oceupy then I knml
might have no .cheice but
‘pmash the homes to pleces :
mortars and heavy weaponl
Hye,” Gillis said.

1n that case, the civitian pop-
ylation would have to fend fer-
itself.

MGt R
t can

er fire and drive the Viet Cong

out of the area before they have

to reduce the whole countrysw

ta ashes,

Saigon
Allied forces in South
Vietnam have mounted the

paaflcah

ARNETT

Vietnam i
The hlstory of pacification in|
Soith Vietnam is a clronicle of
'nﬂd schemiey crwmbling, of

m evaporating.

It b also a talé of the corrup-
fon of officials at the grasg
roots destroving what a series
of petermalistic and inent Saigon
governments were reluctantly

Jan 13 1967

'Hle _battle “ior the hearts and

largest combat operation
of the war in an effort to
disrupt the organization
which directs insurgent ac-
tivities in the Saigon area,
military spokesmen said

10,000 New Refuge

. 14, 1967
last mght.

Military officers said thew
expect that during the opikim
tion ugp te 10,000 South Vil
namese peasants will ha

moved from the region A
refugee centers 11 gOVArEs

ment coptrolled areas.

minds of the people” in Vietnam

has often beem a travesty of
misdirected and incomplete o

fort, of statistical ilustons and

Talse optimism.

been borne out only ioe well by

redent history.

trying to impieinest from thw

continued next column

VIETNAM NEWSLETTER

Box 4525, Stanford, Cal.
Editor: David Ransom
Interested in research and
writing? Call Moss: 323-4525
Bulk distribution at cost.

WE NEED CONTRIBUTIONS ($)




