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TO END THE WAR

THERE is one new initiative
that the United States could take
1 onder. to break the deadlock
irthe Vietnam war. o

+ Tt would requite great political
courage and subtlety. Bit it
offérs am honoprable escape from
a hideous impssse. -
_-At the moment. the situation
i like-that of two animals with
their horns-Jocked. Peace-offers
are made to- Hanoi, but Jead

nolviwére. - All that American !

officiily: in’ Saigon can offer is
anything up to 10 more yedrs of

bitter straggle. TR
. The new move that tha
Ameficans might make s, |

jn their next peace offensive, tg
ignore. Hanoi. and: address theig
rémanks directly to ihe. South

Victnamess Nattonal Liberation
Frofit (the political arm of the -
Wietcong).- The Americans— |

doing’ no mote than echoing
President - Kennedy — wouid
say: “This iz a South  Viet-
namese war and we'll leave
Hanoi out-of it." The Front has
already. shown signs. of being
fairly willing to talk peace to
Ametrieans—but not to Marshal
Ky, the South Vietnam Preiiier,
Amd; ag recent discussions about
prisoners of war have shown,
arranging - talks - presents -no
technicaj problems,

The long-range aim of the
Ameticans would be to-get the
ball zelling so that eventually
theé Vieteong would talk 1o
“modemte ” South Vietnamese

litical  representatives  in

ajgon.

Until fairly recently, the
Americans tefused absolutely
even o consiler the possibility

of talkfng to the Vieteong,

Jan. 29, 1967

Officially, they have declined to
Yegard the Vietnam conflict as
a ¢ibi war and have time and
agaif'described it as a *war of
aggrassion * from the north, 'Tn
recent months, however; their
position has somewhat shifted -
Secretadty of State Rusk has said
that.the US would be prepaged
to have the Vietcong representad
at any peace talks with Hanos,

Reasons for
talking

Nevertheless, any American’

approach to the Vietcong would
ipresuppose  a  fundamental
ichange in the American policy.

By Gavin Young
London Observer

It would fmply a courageous
admission that it is not simply
a war of aggression, It would
dmply a willingness to regard
the Vietnam war as a South
Vietnamese war. But is that
unreasonable ?

Uood reasons exist for Viet-
cong willingness to talk at this
potat. Tt isridiculous to imagine
thit: its leadership. is any less

‘alarmed and sppalled by the

scalé of casualties and the suf-
ferings of the South Vietnamese
[People than are ieaders in Wash.
mgton or Saigon.  Again, the
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What the Vietcong Really Want
GLORIA STEWART*

More than two thirds of the total population
of South Vietnam live in the rich, rice-grow-
jbg paddies of the Mekong Dela. It was
heré the rebel forces of the Vietminhk were
spawned during the French occupation. The
Vietminh are now the National Liberation
Fropt: the Vietcong. Thete are few places
in the ‘Delta where an American can feel
safe. It is still the rebel stronghold. :

f have just spent some time i the Delta
talking to various members of the NLF and
itterviewing (heir ‘foreign minister’, Nguyen
Yan Hicv. :

* Contrdry to the view accepted by most
Americans, I was not able to find any evi-
dence to prove that the Vietcong ~ here at
léast — gre controlled, directed and manipul-
ated by the Hanoi polithuro and army; In
fact an American advisér at Ben Tre in the
Delta admiited to me: *There are no North
Vietnamese' in the Delta that 1 have ever,
chme - acrass,” All the Vietcohg gueritlas 1
spoke to hiad been born and reared in the
Pelta, Hien himself is a native of Ga Mau.
What would these thowsands of gueriila
fishters be sopposed to do, if America’s
Munifta proposals ‘were accepted? If .the
North Vietnarhese and the Americans were
to withdraw their troops, Ky wauld still be
Jeft with the problem of the Vietcong {as
one of his ministers remarked at Manilla).
Ate all these South Vietnamese expected to
uproot themselves and go to the Narth? It
‘would be hard on the Catholics and Budd-
hists, who are well represented even in the
NLF leadership: they would have to becoms

* Glorla Stewart has recently been visiting
SE Asia for The People,

communists in the North though their -
terests are in land reform and improviig
conditions in the South,

Close inspection reveals differences in pol-
icy between the North Vietnamese and the
WNLF. which are as far apart as, say, those
between the Soviet Communist Parly and
the Beitish Labour Party. Negotiations with
the North Vietnamese always get boggod
dows round Hanois famous four points.
Yet this is what Hieu said to me about nego-
tiations: “The NLF is willing to begin pre-
liminary talks directly with America — with-
out conditions.” Hanoi says that, belorc any
talks about peace can start, bombing the
Morth muost slop, But enly & cessation of
bombing and military activities in the South
would do the NLTF any real good. Indifectiy
they would benefit from a cessation in the

- North because of slightly faster-flowing sup.

plics from Haznoi, But the supplies get
through even now, America’s argument for
continuing to bomb the North is that, with-

‘out it, more people would be released for

the MNorth Vietnamese army operating in the
South, But many American colonels and
captaing confirm that the North Vietnamese
regular is of Jimited wse to the NLE. The
Vietcong puecrillas, who know the territory

.and the tunnels, can fade into the local pop-
" ulation ~ without a Morth Vietnamese ac-

cent to pive them away. They are much
more effective. This is why the North Viet-
namese are seldom found other than in the
north of South Vietnam, They are used for
larger-scale operations and leave the tricky
fly-by-night stuff to the locals. Many of the
North Vietnamese soldiers, 1 was told, now-
adays understand the way of life in the

South so badly that they stick out among
the local population almost as much as the
US Special Forees,

Hien on the four points again: *“When [T
said talks could oniy take place directly with
the Arnericans, it was because we will never
negotiale with Ky, and Ky will never nego-
tiate with wus” The second of Hanoi’s Lour
points is*South Vietnamese affairs must be
scttled by the South Vietnamese in accord-
ance with the programme of the NLE’
Here is Hieu's comment on thiz; *Therg is
the widespread idea in the West that the
NLF is committed to zdopting the political
systerr of the Worth. This iz not so. First of
all we are prepared to form a coalition with
a moderate Saigon government {this ex-
cludes Ky} And we know of many mem-
bers of the government who would be witl-
ing to form & coalition with vs, We favour a
mixed economy as opposed to the monolithic
systerm1 of the Morth, But we do want some
socialist reforms such as land reform, frec
maedical services and education, We wani
Vietnam to be neutral, wheress the Naorth is
Gemly committed to the communist bloe ot
present.’ ’

Again, on mification of Vietnam - the
third of Hanol's four points — Hieu had the
following to say: “Fhe NLF would like o
see Vietnam unifed. But realistically we
know this would be difficuli and dlow be.
cause the syslems of the twa halves of Viet-
nam are o far apart.”

The NLF warnt the Amcricans out ol
Vietnam. They never hiked the French when
they were there. Nor do they think much,
kistoricalty, of their close neighbours, the
Chinese, The Vietnamese just do not like
foreigners. This is Hanoi's Tourth peint, The
NLF agres. But the NLI" do not demund
(hat the Americans leave prior to even pre-
liminary talks, They, according to Hicu, can
see that the Americans won'L.

. Cant. back page



The Hanoi Raids
'Bombing Killed

Viet Talks-- U.N.

Times-Post Service

United Nations b 2 1667
North Vietnam definitely agreed last December

{0 an American-instigated proposal for direct discus-

Hanoi's ‘Goodwill’

Anociated Press

New York €06 g

Newsweek magazine
said yesterday thai Sen-

sions to end the war in Vietnam, a highly authori- ator Robert F. Kennedy

tative Western source said yesterday,
Arrangements went so far as io specify Warsaw
as the locale of the talks. |- :
But after the American jington for thetalks.
bombing of Hanoi on Decem-: #H&noi reportedly attached
ber 13 and 14 North Vietnam no. condition te its agreement
withdrew ils agreement, ghbout a prior cessation of
charging bad faith by the American bombing of North
United States. Yietnam.
- SKEPTICISM . Comymunist - sources herg
President Johnson said at:regard the reports that Hanoi
his news conference Thurs-jagreed to talk without stip-

‘Dem-N.¥Y.)  received a

“pexce signal” “Trom
Hanoi through the, _Fre%;:h
government during ‘his
visit o Paris tast week. -
The magazine said that
the Paris messige indi-
cated a willingness on
Hanoi’s. part to negotiate
a sefilement of the Viet-
nam war in a three-stage
-process “after the end of

day that there have been ro ulgiing an end to the homb- o oii® oo pone o o

“serious indications’’ of a
Communist desire to talk
peace. This has produced
considerable skepticism here
about American intentions
armong those who profess to
‘be famijliar with the details
of the effort that failed.

The proposal for direct
talks is said to have orig.
inated in discussions hetween
American Ambassador Hen-
vy Cabot Lodge and the Pol-
ish representative on the
International Confrol
Commission, = Ambassador
Janusz Lewandowski, at the
home of the Halian ambassa-
deor in Saigon on December 2
and 3.

REPLY

Lodge is reported to have
asked the Polish representa-
tive to take the initiative in
setting up contacts with

no conditions to its agree-

ment about a prior cessation

of American bomoping of

North Vietnaim.

©On or about December 4 a
reply came from Polish for-
eign ‘Minister Adam Rapacki
sfating that Hapoi had

affréed fo talks at the

anibagsadorial level in War-
saw. North Vielnam asked

that special representatives

be dispatched from Wash-|

g as highly significant. One .
ingdi ca%e'g that Hanoi had| [North Vietnam. .
even encouraged Poland to] In Washington, Kennedy
establish contact with the said he would have no com-
b, » _ 'he 'had discussed the sit-
PLAN
Previously Hanoi had and State Department.of-
insizted publicly on e ficials.
:eptance of itsdwh four-poiﬂt; Kennedy, who returned
jeace plan involving amesg Saturday from a ten-day trip
sther things an-.end to bondh: to Europe, said repeatedly
ng and complete withdrawal during the tour that the pext
f American forces from few weeks are “ecritical and
fietgam, and settlement of crucial” to the quest for
outh Vietnamese affairs in| peace.
weord with the program
the National Liberation
mmhﬂcal arm. of the report, the Paris message
; L . | “was transmitted to Kennedy
i Then came the bombing-ofl and a U.S. embassy official

MESSAGE
According to Newsweek's

{ mept on the report until after.
.vation with the White House.

Haned; U.S. officials have de-
scrived any damage’ to ¢
vilian areas accidental.. Ae-
cording te the allied dip-
lomat, Rapacki subsequently
reiayed word to the U.S_ tha?

Hanoi had withdrawa its
agreement for the meeting ‘in

Warsaw,

Other knowledgeable
sources say that' Hanoi ac-
cuged the U.S. of sabotaging
ithe arrangetment.

“Everytime we have
agreed to talks with the
Americans,” North Viet
namese officials are quoted
as commenting. “Washington
has escalated the war.”

by the director of Asian af-

fairs in ihe French foreign of+

fice, who insisted it came
from Mai Van Bo, He Chi

F T
IS.

Newsweek said “For con-
tent and detail, the Paris
messagé went far beyond
anything the U8, has yet re-
ceived from- any other
source.” i :

The magazine gaid U0.S. of-
ficials are “downgrading the
Paris mesgage as ‘French
speculatien' But high

Both columns cont.
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Minkh’s representative in Par- |

Reports of
PeaceSignals

Tokyo Vet
North Vietnam - ha-
lieves it has shawn good-
will by offering the poe.
sibility of peade talkg gad.
is hoping the ‘Uied
States will . reciproeuie,
according . to . Australian.
Comthunist newsmlan
Wilfred Burchett in a dis-
patch from Hapoi -
It wa's in"an interview
with Burchett that North
Vietnamese Foreign Minis-
ter Nguyen Duy Trinh re-
cently touched off specula-
tion that Hanoi had re-
laxed its conditions for
starting negotiations, * ap-
parently insisting only on' a
halt" to the bombing of
North Viétnam.
|. Observers here thought it
ilikely the speculation -would
: be intensified- by the positive
:note struck by Burchett,
whose writings follow closely
the thinking of the Hanoi
government. : -
DISPATCH
In his dispateh, dated Fri.
glay and scheduled to appear
In today's English language
Yomiiri newspaper here, he
describes Trinh's statement
as a “declaration that cessa-
tion of U.S. bombardments
could lead to talks between
North Vietnam ang the US."
As in Trink’s “sfatement
there was no specitic refer-
ence to Hanoi's. earlier fouwr
demands, including the with
drawal of American troops
from the south, as precondi
tions for talks, . :
“Hanoi’s statemeént or
talks was made to test the
sincerity of Washington’s fre-
quent expressions of a deshre
for peace negotiations, et cet.
era,” Burchett wrote.

‘Hanoj feels it has openet
the door with Nguyen Luy

[Irinh’s statement and that it
& up to Washington to make

‘he next move . . .” he wrote,



Fm::h?so ]
"2 m"!g' thé

plan represem:s North - ¥idt- |
namese, " nat French' i
mg ] \ 5

S'I‘AGE S

“ Newsweek said the mam

points of the Paris message
‘are that Hangi i$ prepared. to
negotiate a settlementin
three stages, The first would
be bilateral diseussions of
U.8 .-North Vietnamese re-
Tations; in 'the second stage,
Hazol would be ready to dis-
cyss the future U.S. role in
South Vietnafn, and in the fi-
nal stage there would be
negotiations aimed at over-
all setflement in Vietaam.
. Newsweek said the French
officlal reportedly. sald. the
three-stage plan- would en-
pble Hanol to retreat from its
“four points” withaut loss of;
face,

Ho Bid—-
Invitation
To Johnson

United Preas

Tokyo

Radio Hamei early to-
day repeated President!
Ho Chi Minh’s invitation
to President Johnson to
come to North Vietnam
and discuss peace.

A Hanoi broadeast,
monitored in Tokyo, re
ferred to eables sent hy
representatives of News- jary
week magazine and - the

Colunmbia Broadcasting ;

System asking if reports |
that Mr, Johnson had heen
umtedtoHanoi were true, ;
The first reports of the Ho!
invifation came from twe'
Protestant clergymen and w |
rabbi who visited North Viet. :
nam and talked with He in |
January One of the mimix.:
ters, A. M. Muste, of New i

Yark, said Mr. Johnson had °

heen invited

“The Narth Vietnamese '
broadcast said Muste's state- |
ment- ‘“‘broadly reflects the
President’s idea,

“Recently Newsweek To-
kyo  correspondent Bernard
Krisher cabled President Ho
Chi Minh of the' Democratic

ateidding:

- “Tf Johnson 1s really going
o stick -to his earliet pro-

-wuncements che must
litely balt. the bombard‘

hents, - start ‘the talks and :
e what steps are . possiblp |
exts . _
“For th‘e- moment, Hanoi is
:onfident it has demonstrat.
4 its goodwill .and is- still
woping, despite. Johnson’s
1T @38 conference pemarks,
hat Washington wauld. show |
he same ‘modicum of good- :
nn’u he sald

Burchett, who hae spent 8

he last two years, added:
“H Washington concludea

hat Nguyen Duy Trinh's

itatement was made from a

sist that now is the time to
it Vietnam harder than
ever, then it would be a ma-
jor blunder Hanoi is pre-
pared for such a hawkhke
reaction..

penubhc of Nerth Vietnam,

spsition of weakness and the
American: hawks should im- .

rreat deal of time in Hanoi in .

‘him whether hs had :

asking -

thvited President Jebasoa to
meet him in Hanoi,” the ; : ;
| ham's representative in

ibroadeast said.

' “The same guestion was
|cabled by Robert Little from
ICBS, New York.

I “The foltowing answer was
given by President Ho Chi
‘Minh’s secretariat on Feb-
Tuary 2: _

" #Concerning your question,
we are authorized to confirm
that the statement of the
Rev. A, M. Musta in his press
conference in Paris on Janu-

President's idea.”

ithe Ho invitztion responded
‘to a Johnsen remurk that he
iwas prepared to go anywhere
‘at any time fo discuss peace.
! Ho’s words; as recalled by
Rabbi Feinberg, were:

“Mr. Johmson has stated

that he would talk to anyone .
:any time, anywhere about :

ace,
1 invite Mr. Jhonaon to he
om' guest, sifting just as you
‘are here, in the palace of the
former French Governor
.General of Tndo-China,

“Let Mr.

his secretary, his doctor, his
cook, but let him not come
with a gun at his hip.

NY TiEs /24161

24 broadly reflects the -

Johnson come °
|w1th hig wife and daughters,

General

defends
Viet slap

el 22, l
WASHINGTON (AP) - Gen

David M. Shoup, former Marine pyo

Asia will'wotth American lives.
But he pointed out in a tele-
. phone “ipterview today that he
also said‘that maybe the people
were.

His repogted remarks in rull
were: “T want fo tell you, [
~don’t think the whole of South-
east Adim; as related to the
present and liuture safety aad
fresdom of the people of this
country, is worth the life or
limb of a singlé American. But
the vpeople. are and

| Corps” commandant, said today maybe the peogle of South
he stood by his stalements ques- america are, tho. And maybe

tionlng U.S. involvement

Southeast Asia.

He has been quoted as saying wantd
he didwt think that Southeast guijare

i that's confusing.

“1 beffeve that if we had and
our dirty, bloody,

fingers out of the
Cont, next page

Hanoi Giv_es
lts Terms
Once More

Parls @‘3"?4‘-:11%7

Prince Norodom Siha-
nouk of Cambodia said
yesterday that North Viet-

France had asked him to
state that Hanoi stood by
its offer to enter into talks
with. the United States if
Amerjcan bombing was

uncohditionally and per-
. manently halted.

‘The North Vietnamese en-
vay, Mai Van PBo, stressed
that Hanoi could not possibly
stop helping ' “its Southern
brothers who msut liberate
themselves from the Ameri.

‘cap invasion,” the prince
Muste reported at the time ;

said.
He added that this was

Hanoi's answer to President.

Johnson's demand for ‘a re-

cipracal North Vietnamese
| gesture to go with the cessa-

tion of American hombing.

Sihanouk, here on a private
visit, spoke at a luncheon
given in'his honor by the as-
saciation of the French diplo-
matic press and the Anglo-
American Fress Association
of Paris.

He said that Ro went 1o the
Cambodian Embassy Thurs-
day night to ask him to deliv-
er the message to the two
press groups.

New York Times

Sharp U.S.
Rebuttal to

| Peace ldea
| Washington @ 2570667

‘ The Defense Department
yvesterday rejected the
latest suggestion that a
“permanent and uncondi-
tional” end of bombing in
North Vietnam  should be
ordered .as ‘a preliminary
to peace talks with Hanoi.

The department comment-
ed on a statement in Paris by
Prince Norodom Sihanouk of
Cambodia that he had been
-authorized fo state that the
only condition Iaid down by
Hanoi for talks with the Unit-
ed Siates was a permanent
and unconditional end to the
bombing.

Sihanouk’s stateinent
“again demonstrates a clear
absence of realism,” the De-
fense Department said.

“Communists obce again
are proposing that war mate-
rial sent south should be
moved painlessly,” the Pen-
tagon said.

“This counfry will not stop
the bombing and further en-
danger the Hves of thogse who
resist aggression unless
something is offered in re.
turn n

It described the offer quot-
ed by Sihanouk as "a de-
mand for a permanent free
pass for continwed aggres-

sion,”
Unfied Press



Here: VIET CONG
Below: TO END THE WAR

‘The big American bogy — that South Viet-
nam will g0 commmunist — seems to e with.

cut foundation. Nationalism docs not neces-
sarily mean communism, What iz North
Yictnam's interest then if the NLF are not
going o bring the South nto the fold'? As
a student of communist aflairs; it seems o
e that the Vietcong's policies and aflitudes
are in strange contradiction ta the basic
“tenels of gonimunism. First and foremost,
MWerth Victnam got heavily invalved in the
uffairs of ihe South during the time of
e, Few people now deny Divm has his

plage among the crooks and rogues of the
world, Finally, he was even too much for
America. North Vietnamese aid to ithe NLF
was on an infinitely smaller scale, until the
U5 bepan lo bomb the North, as-a result of
the lack of progress being made in the
Sonth. Mow the North Vietnamesce are fixed
angd right in it. The West, of ecourse, play
right into the North Vielnamese hands when
they say they will negotiate onby through
Hanoi, North Vietnam has more to gain
than the South from unification, If the
North plays it earefully, Ho Chi Minh cads
up with cverylhing.

America says the NLF js not Indepen-
dent. (U Thant says it is. I think it is) Ac-
cordingly, the US will try 16 negotiate onty
trough [lanei. The NLE naturably will
have nothing to do with peace lalks 1o

which they are not invited - not strange
when you consider they do most of the ac-
tual fighting. Hieu says: “We will fight on,
even if ali our allies desert us.” : .
Perhaps the reason why no one genuincly

-gcts on with peace talks, of sends an envoy

to hear what the Vietcong have to say, is
simpler. Maybe America. does not want
negotjations until the two Guantanamo-
type, unassailable solid concrete bases arc
completed at Cam Ran Bay and Pleiky, ina
couple of years lime. The early-waming sys-
tem now being installed at Pleiku seems
mare relevant to some other war, It could
be that America has slready decided his is
alt she wants of South Vietnam, and peace
will be negotiated then. The one thing that
won't happen before then is the end of the
war, uniess most of the people of South
Yictnam are killed.

Jqtounting  American  military
offensives, while not. decisive,
are undoubtediy making life
exiremely unpleasant for them.
By thiv time they may well be
seeing that their best changs of
success is through a political
rather than a military strategy.
The Americans are quite Dignt
to think that the Vietcong can
no longer * win * a shooting war i
and the Vietcong must surely:
have reached the same conclu--
sion. !

Intalking to them, the Ameri-
cans woyld be accepting the
likelihood that the Front leader-
ship is wot purely Communist
or rigidly wedded to Hanoi and
slavishly controlled from thére.
There is little doubt that there is
a genuing tegional divérgence in
political outlook between the
Vietcong leadership and Ho Chi
Minh in Hanoi; In fact, the
Americans ' might find
National Liberation Front—less
shackled to conventional ideo-
g)gy—easier_ to deal with than

0.

* ke ok %

Wiiat would the Americans
and the National Liberation
Front leaders discuss 7 Obvi-
ously, an end to the botnbing of -
North Vietnam would be a con-
dition of serious talks, as it
would be-of any peacs talks with
anyone, anywhers, In return, the
U5 might extfact a visible con-
cession from the Vietcong, suck
as the  cessation of terrorist

the
swith,

activities in Saigon and else-
where, If these activities con-,
tinued despite a pledge of good|

will from the Front, at least the
Americans would learn some-
thing of the shoricomings of
Front contirol over its outlying
cadres. There would also be
the question of Hanei's repre-
sentation at full-scale talks:
would the Northerners be there
as full-time pariicipants or as
observers ?

The ultimate aim of any
negotiations would be to get the
Vietcong and * moderate * South

Viemamese politicians to decide !
;how the Vietcong conld be:

infegrated into a representative
political set-up. The Front has
made if clear it would welcome
a coalition. And such contacts
could be achieved without
military -risk; troops would
rémain in position.
k% ok

What advantage wonld direct
talks with the Vietcong produce
for the Americans? To begin
it would be sensible
purely in terms of practical
politics. Since there are signs
that there is less than total
rapport  between the South
Vietnamese . of the Visteong
and the North Vietnamese
Hanoi regime, in respect both
of personalities and of doctrine,
the Vietcong talking to
Americans might cause con-
sternation and loss of face in
Haned, But He Chi Minh would
be in no pesition to complain,
since he can hardly oppose self-
determination for .the South
Vietnamese.

When. the Front comes inta
the. light: of day it might well
turn eut that not alf its hard-core

MARINE GENERAL, cont.

b;ms(tiness of these nations so ful!
of depressed, exploited ie,
they will arrive at 3 suiugie:;? of
their awn. That they destzn and
waat. That they fight and work
for. And it upfortunately their
revolution must be of the vialent
type because the ‘haves’ refuse
o share with the 'have-nots’ by
any peaceful method, at leas
what they gét will be their own,
and not the American style,
which they dom’t wamt ane
above all don’t want crammed

in

iy

in

down their throats by Ameri
cans."”
[ Shoup's remarks were made

Junior College World Affairs
Day in Los Angeles May 14,
1966. Sen. Vance Hartke, D-Ind.,
distributed it in & press release
Monday, saying Shoup joined
him in guestioning whether es
calation of the war in Vietpam

United States,
Shoup is now retired and lives

members  are dedicated o
establishing a rigid Communist
regime in Saigon, as American
‘hawks” maintain. - Judging
from recent conversations Mr|
Harrison Salisbury of the New
York Times had with members
of the Natipnal Liberation|
Frent in North Vietnam it
seems Iikely to be the case.

Their own
country

There would also be the great
realistic and practical adwvas-

negotintots confronting 2 band
of hearded savages. Yet the
leaders of the National Libera-
tion Front are as bourgeois,
well-educated and * respectable *
as any Vietnamess politician in
Hanoi or Sdigon.

Wartime
leader

It might also be objected that
the Americans would find it im-
possible to disengage from
IMarshal Ky, whom they have
done their best to build wp into

tage that the ericans would
be dealing with the represen-
tatives of a very large section
-of the South Vietnamese popu-
lation—who in any event cannot
ultimately be ignored.
Americans can either try ta
obliterate the Vietcong alto-
gether, which militarily seems
tc be ruled ocut, or they must
think in terms of giving the
Vietcong a stake in their own
country—if the war is ever to
be brought to an end.

To.many Americans. this new
sort of initiative would séem
like a dangerous and shameful!
seil-out. But President Johnson
has already proposed uncondi-
tional taiks with North Viet-
namese; o talk 1o the Vietcong
would in principle be no more a
sell-out than to talk to the men
in Hanoi who, in the official’
American view, are tesponsible
for the Vietcong’s activities, :

For many Americans, too,
‘talks with the Vietcong® con-

jutes up visions of American

€ down

la world figure. But the fact is
that having made Marshal Ky,
the Americans can aise un-
make him, They could argue
that Ky has been a good war-
time leader who should stand
in order to achieve
peace. They could maintain,
reasonably enough, that # the
war is 1o be settled by South
Vietnamese themselves then
Northetners jike Ky—and Ho
Chi Minh—should stand aside.

All  this presupposes an
American willingness to com-
promise. Evervthing one sees
on the ground in South Vietnam
suggests that they must do so.
Otherwise they seem to have no
prospect before them except to
go slogging on down the present
tumel of diminishing returns.
Overtures to Hanoi have pro-
duced mo acceptable response.
An approach to the National
Liberation Frent, which after
all is far more directly concerned
than the North Vietnamese,
seems rore logical and could be
more rewarding,

a speach at the 1fth appual

n the best interests of the|

Avlington, Va,

Although under devastating attack
frem the North, South Viet-Nam has not
ahandoned its efferts to create a better Life
for all its inhabitants; nor have we slack-
ened in our help to them in this field. In
the year ending July 30, 1966, we spent
some $640 million in this effort alone, an
average of $40 for every South Vietnamese.
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Let's see, $2 bil/month for war

{is $1500 per cap/per year for war
less $40 per cap per year for peace
leaves Death and Destruction the
vinna by $1460 per cap per year,
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