3? Some jquestions Concerning the Peace forps 2

Last week many demonatrations were held acrosa the world pro-
testing Aserican foreign noilcey and our Vietnam volicy in particular.
The United States 18 more and more often belng compared to Nazl Ger-
many and Imverial Japven. Given thempe circumstasnceg At 1s lmportant
tnat every orosgnsctive Peace Cores Volunteer gsk and have answared
the following guastisns about the function that the Peace Corps
serves in overall U.3. nolicy. The motives which lead young Amer-
icong tn volunteer for the Peace Corps are noble, and it does no
good 1f thelr sotives are subverted by an essentlally harmful 1insti-
tutione. Co

1) The United States is oresently engaged in counter insur-
zency onveratione in Vietnam, Thailand and seversl countries in lLatin
Anerica. Besides, the U.S. isthe chlef suboorter of dozZens of right
wing govemnments in the Third World. UDoes the Peace Corps function
88 the sugar coating for an essentially reactionary foreign follcy?
Is the Peate Corns therefora merely used to confuse the people of
the U.S. and the warld into thinking that the U.S. 1s benevolent?

2) All Peace Coros volunteers submit revorts covering their
f1=1d operations. Are there fleld reoorts generally used by Amer-
ican oolitical and miittary officers to nlan counter-insurgency op-
erations as they were used in the Doaminican Republic?

3) In everv nation in the world the U,S. malntains a country
tean wiilch includes the ton nolitlcal, military, and intelligence
officers stationed in the country. [nhe head Feace Corvs offlclal
1s on this team, What is8 the rle of these Feace Corns offitlals
an the country tean? Do they heln vnlan counter=ingurgency operations?

4) 1In many cruntries that acceot Pemce Corns volunteers the
local military engages in what ere called "clivic action programs,*
kuch like the vacification programs in Vietnam. To what extent are
Fesce Cornps vrlunteers oarticivating in military clvic action progremsi

5) Several onlitieal sclentlists thesrize that the most effective
way ¢o> maintain stsbillity amons an aroused ponulace 1s to divert the
naonle's attention from national 1lssues to local issues. Are Perce
Corne Projects desaizned to focus oeonlds attention on superfiolsl
local nroblems when reforms and change on the national level is what
15 needed? o

We don't know _the answera to all these questions, but consldering
the hehavior of thf U.S. 1n the wnrld, we are not ovtimistic about
their snswers. However, everyone thinking of Joining the Peace Corps
shaul& rfind sut since*%gﬁd intentions do not necessarily lead to
good results.
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