AN ECHO NOT A CHOICE

MeCarthy 's"Peace” Candidacy

The Democratic Party is one of the two (?) major parties
in the United States. Like the Republican Party, it is com-
trolled by members of the corporate elite. (See Domnoff WHO
Rules America?) Senator Eugene FeCarthy of Minnesota 1s a
loyal Democrat running for the presidential nomination of the
Democratic Party agalinst President Johnson. lMeCarthy is a 1lb-
eral and a “dove,”" He favors a bombing pause and negotia-~
tions in Vietnam. His positlon on Vietnam is one of mild
dissent, and his decislon to run for president indlcates that
there exlsts a disagreement over Vietnanm within America’s pow-
er structure. 1It, however, does not indicate any basic c¢hange
in the imperialist orlentation of this power structure. In %
the speech launching his "peace” campalgn MeCarthy made this
very clear. He sald:

*I am not for peace at any price but for an honor-
able, rational, and political solution to thls war;
a solution which I believe will enhance our world
position, encourage the respect of our allies and
potential adversaries, which will permit us to give
necessary attention to our other commlitments abrogdw-
both military and nonmilitary.”
McCarthy is a typleal 1iberal "dove." He disagrees wilh the
present administration on the best way to preserve the ™ S.'s
world hegemony. However, he refuses to support a Jjust wolu-
tion to the war; he opposes withdrawal from Vietnam; and he
offers no plan Tor the resolution of the major internal prob-
1ems facing the nation; racism and poverty., IlicCarthy being
a loyal Democrat and a member of the "loyal opposition,” has
stated that he will support Presldent Jornson if he is renom-
inated, (Johnson will be renominated if he wants to be. )
JeGarthy will not lead an independent slate if he is defeated
iyside the Democratic Party, In fact, hls campalan is deslgned
to keep the anti-war movement within the Democratic Party thus
preventing it from becoming = threat to the system. MeCarthy
is quite candid about this: -
vk V¥ campalgn/ may counter the growlng sense
of alienation from politics which is currently re-
flected in a tendency to withdraw in either frus-
tration or cynicism, to talk of non~-participation
and to make threats of support for a third party
or fourth party of other irregular politlcal movemnents.’

£

Given facts, the Stanford Communlity of the Left has dew
cided to only endorse and suppori candidates of the Peace and
Freedom Party and to condemn the Republican, Democratic and
American Independent parties for the warlike, raclist and 1lm-
perialist policles., However, we realize that many people who
are consclentiously opposed to the war have still made no dew
cision pro or con concerning Senator McCarthy and his "peace"
candidacy. Therefore, we suggest that the following gues-
tions should be asked Senator licCarthy in order to clarify
his position,

1) How can Senator licCarthy be opposed to the war and
sti11ll support President Johnson?

L %) Why won't Senator McCarthy lead an independent peace
glate

3) Why is Senator MeCarthy opposed to withdrawal of U.S.
troops from Vietnam?

4) ¥hy does Senator McCarthy think 1t will take five years
for the U.S. to leave Vietnanm aftexr the war is settled while
President Johnson said he would leave in six months?

5) Does Senator lMcCarthy support the draft resiste 3?

6) Does Senator lMcCarthy support Black Power?



