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President Reaffirms ROTC Position; Punitive Clauses Studiced

"President Keoneth S, Pilzer has reaffinned lis personal
support of changes in the Artay Reserve Officer Training
Corps program at Stanford as adapted by the Familly Senate.

Prior to the Senate vote. President Piizer called for o mili-
gtinn of the so-called punitive clauses, nad last week Pro-
vost Richard W, Lymuan manle these suggestions:

“I'here ure other ways in which the armed services conld
avoid whatevur risk there may he of their being defranded
by extending a fonr-year scholurship 10 a student who hus no
serions mtention of completing his side of the contract.

“Conversion of ROTC schalarships to Joans, repayment of
which would be fargiven upon completion of training and
service a8 a commissioned officer, is onc obvivas pussibility.”

The contract provisions now in effect require enlisted ser-
vice in the event o scholarship studest ur a student povolled
in the advancad course willfully fails to comply with the
contract comumitiments,

The Senate approved a plan on January 23 whereby Army
ROTC courses may qualily for Jimited acodemic credit on u
one-year tria! basis, The action was tuken following a recom-
mendation by a presidential committee which studied the
issne for several months. The change pruvides no guarantec
that any course would reveive credit, eliminates departmental
status for ROTO as well as Academiv Council membership
and facnlty rank for its insiructors, and places the urmy pro-
grazn in a new Center for Military Studies instead of a de-
partment. {See C s Report. |anmary 28,)

Commenting last wook, President Pitzer said, “1 don't thiuk
there's iy perfect solution” to ROTC. However, he remark-
ed that the position udopted by the Scnate “is as goud u com
promise as possible mnder prosent vircumsiances.”

‘The President said he feels last Spring’s discussion and
voles hy the fuenlty indicated thal most wanted ROTC
continue un campus. By “a mther narow margin® (400-356),
the faculty favored ending academic credit, be added, and
the advisary committee “made a strong eflort to work out 1
position with the Defense Depariment completely consistent
wilh this majerity view,” While this did not prove possible,
President Pilzer said, “the committec’s revommendations
came “as close as possible” to reflecting last Spring’s vote,

Presidenl Pitzer pointed out that “all sorts of (rlends of the
University feel quite strangly that ROTC should be avail-
able" as sn optivn to students, Bul he emphasized that no
special Department of Defense ur other governmental pres-
sure affeuted his decision 10 back the committec’s proposals.

The President referred to the punitive elauses when he re-
ported to the Senale prior 1o its action saying:

“*It is our intention to keep pushing the services and to
exert every possihle influence on Congress and the Depart-
ment vf Defense.” He further stated that the heads of Stan-
ford military programs are under “eaplicil inslyections . . . to
witigite the so-called punitive cluuses and take every possi-
ble step to be certuin that every enralled student understands
his status under the contracts,”
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In his comments on the scholarship contracts, Provest Ly-
man criticized punitive clauses, ealling them “a vestige of a
bygone era, serving neither the pativn’s vor the University's
welfare.”

He made these additional vbservalions:

“There is widespread mistrst of the guthority which these
clanses vest in the srmed services 1o indnet an ROTC cudet
immedialely for from two to four vears servioe as an enlisted
man in the cvenl of a cader’s refusal to complete the later
stages of his training anc accept a commission.

“As things stand now, an ROTC scholarship is tha only
form of finsmecind wicl in which the student recipient is penal-
ized Tor changing his mind. . . .

“With considerable justice, it is srgued that a young man -
finishing high school may sign n contract {whose) full signfii- -
cance -, . he is nnt in a gond position to judge, and that he may
come to regret this at « later date—only to discover that bis
vhoice iz completion of the contract or immediate induc-
“Protoction for vadets who become outspoken critics of
ROTC is al best nncertain under these present circmu-
stunces.” -

Provast L.yman suid be persoually believes that “substantial
and demonsirable progress toward resolving this problem s
essential to the continuation of ROTC at Stanford past next
year.” :

'SHADOW OF HEROES’ OPENS TONIGHT

“Shadow of Heroes,” Robert Ardrey’s tic ac-
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