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It has been & troubling experience to colleet the information
for this issue of Chaparral. Usually the mililary on campus is
incanspicuons; casy Lo ignore. We sought it out.

We found that the University lends direcl support through
ROTC to the destruction of the people and land ol Southeast
Apis.

We found that 249 of our fellow students are enrolled in
ROTC—most of them to avoid the dmil. We found that they
suffer some of the ssme coercive denial of [reedom that
oppresses all those in the military. We found, however, that the
military is offering them a privileged alternative to the draft in
exchange for the most elfivient utilization of their skills in the
continuation of the war,

We found the dasrooms. ficlds and aesdemic credit of
Stanford being used to disuipline cadets iato loyalty and
abedience 1o the military heivarehy. We found that the explicit
military tactics used in Vietnam are boeing laught at 4
supposedly humane unrversily.

Wo found the faculty of this University hes been pressured
into sulislying the Ierms laid down by the US. Army for
continustion of ROTC

We found one source of hope: the people of this community.
Their protests against (he Vietnam War have been ignored for
five years. We hope the community is now mwady lo end the
University’s  participation in the war and the econamiv
explailation that caused iL
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By PACIFIC STUDIES CENTER

On campus ufter campus dutiog the last few years, militent struggles
have been waged by sludents demanding an end to the Reseve Officen
Training Corps (ROTC) programs, Purtly as a result af sueh actions, ROTC
enroliment i down from last yeus's jevel all over the country. Fifty-five
collegas wnd uwniversities have liminated compulsary ROTC enrollment,
Faculties a1 Yale, Princeton, the Universily of Pennsylvania, Bowdoin,
Washington University, Notre Dume. Massachuse(ts and other schools have
voted to deny scadenmic credit o “military science™” courses, Harvarnd,
Nartmouth, Columbia, ynd Brown are phasing oot thelr ROTC programs
completcly.

Just how imporiant is ROTC to the ULS. war machine, and what effoet
will continued student sllacks on Lhe program have.on this couniTy’s
ability to wage wuts of aggnasion against the peoples af the Third World?
The U.S. intorvention in Vietnam has created an acute demand Jor new
junior officers, snd ROTC is now the main source of officers for all
branches of the Armed Forces. Ihe ULS. govemment sees Americun
universitics und colleges as grucial places trom which to recruit youth into
the officer corps. For overy officer produced by the Service Academics at
Wost Point, Annapolis, and Colomado Springs in 1968, eighl were
comumissioned from the ROTC program. ROTC now produces twice a8
many career officars for the Army as does West Point,

ROTC units vxist on 364 college and yniversity campuses, Totl

‘enroliment for the school year |968-65 was 213.015. More than 23,000 ®
eadets were graduuted und commisioned. They accounted for about 50

percent of the Army’s new officers, 35 percent of the Aw Force's, und 20
percent of the Navy's. (Most of the mest come from G0-day Officer
Candidate Schools.)

More than 25 percent ol some 406,000 officers ow on active duty got
their comunissions through ROTC. About 85 percent of the Army second

Fort Dix stockade, The Army nas 15,000 men in prison, according o
Mowr Republic magazine.
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Vilit
lisutenants and abaut 65 percent of the first leutenaits now serving in
the combat-arms unils (Infantry, Armot, Artillery) were commissioned
through ROTC.

“Without ROTC." prochaus Where the Leaders Are, an Army ROTC
recruitment brochure, “the rapid expansion of the American Army during
the two World Wams, the Koman conflict and other periods of national
crisis would be difficult if not impossible,” The bloody involvement in
Vietnam is one of those “othcr periods of nations! crigis.”™

ROTC dates back to Civil War days. The Morrill Act of 1862 (ulso
known as the Land Grant Acth, provided that Iraces of federal lmd be
given to the stutes for the support and malntenancs of at least ome college
where the main teaching emphasis would Le on agriculture, military
tactics, and mechanical arts. Most partivipating schools madc mulitury
instruction mundatory.

ROTC as it is known today began during World War 1 with the National
Defense Act of 1916, The program consisted of two years of hasic training
and two years of advanced training, including six weeks of summer camp
imstriction. While the program came to0 fute ta provide officers for World
War 1, colleges and universities swatiped the government with applications
requesting ROTC units for their canpuses, By 1919, Army ROTC units

t 91 campuses. After the war fever quisted down,
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During. World War 11, more than 1 10,000 ROTC graluates setved
commissioned officers in the Avmy. But four-vear ROTC training progra
was found 1o be oo slow and Otficer Cundidute Schools on mililary bases
were cstablished, as in World War L, fo assure the rapid training of officers,
Sjnve the Korcan War the sumbet of officers produced by ROTC has
consistently excceded the outpul of Officer Candidatce Schouls.

Nevertheless, ROTC recruitment had lagged by 1964 to the point wher
the military realized something had 1o be done, The ROTC Vitaslizution
Act of 1964 wus dosigned 1o meke the program more attrective, 1t
incduded, amoeng other measurss, such “muategul incentives” as a pay
incroase for ull students surolied in e advanced course of Lthe traditional
four=year PROFTHITL. Full-tuition sholarshups were olfercd 1o coders. The
currioulum  was broadenad to wclude mors courses in disciplines other
than Militory SClenve,

Mars recantly, the Army has begun a Two-year program which permitsa
dudent who has two years of college remaining lo quality for the
advanoed course by attending and completing a sixewock basic sammer
camp. A big recruiling drive sturted for the two-year program, aimed al
praduate shudents who were \lieatened by the draft-

Thoss measwes helped to keep ROTC enroliment at a steady Jevel up
thraugh the 1966-67 school year with 266,000 students participating.
Duting the next yeal, |96 T-GR, however, enroliment el 12 pescent to
114 000, Last vear, the number of studenis purticipating declined another
9 percent to 213.000, Preliminary somplings for the current year indicate
that engollment may be down a8 much as 30 percent—possibly M.

At Stanford, the cadel corps toals 250, down from 346 lawl year. Last
fall. the Army masaged to sign up only x freshmen, Army ROTC holds
their own only by importing studeats from nearby junior colleges,

Whar les benind the Tact that ROTC is declining despite the fact that it
offers substantiul “mulernal incentives?™”

First. students are gambling that they will not be taken from the drafl
pool this year for mititary service. In olher words, students are taking
their chances with the draft rather than enrolling in ROTC.

Second, ROTC entoliment 8 falling at schools that have made ROTC
voluntary rather than mandatory. When the regonts al” Arizana ind
Arizona State univermties eliminated compulsory ROTC this vear, the
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