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the “afficers that are turned out by Ihese prostige universilies are of very
fine wuality.

“Alrcady there are stimings of opposition to ROTC at state
institutions,” Brooks cxpluined, “and i the prestige schools drop the
srograms, other schools could well follow suit.”

At the height of the snti-ROTC protest Jast Junc, Secretary of Defensc
Melvin 1aird commissioned a special study of ROTC ta be headed by Dr
Ceorge C. 8. Benson, director of the Defonse Department’s ROTC oifice.
Sitting on the study committes with Benson, tour educators, two gonerals,
anid an admiral was Stanford’s Brooks.

In a 6l-page report released in October, the committee recommended a

varicty of measures to make ROTC more artraclive, including yet another /

—r pay Increase for cadets and more scholarships, as well as subsidies to I

: participating schools. The committes also recommendcd thal universitics :

- ee S in the program muke a greales effort o develop “a viable purtnership" {

with the military in improving the cofps. :

! Along with these measurcs designed Lo “sweelen™ ROTC, the Pentsgon '
is threatening universities that deny credif to the program with complete l'

| rather than again the oppressed. The oppressar i¢ at Stunford, and he is  removal of ROTC unifs and cutbacks in federal granis. 4
training some of us to defend his overscas interests. The need for Clearly the nation-wide attack on ROTC is seen by goveriment and ‘
education and action is clear. corporile planners as i serious threat to the military's ability to recruit 2 T

number of freshmen and sophomores in Lhe program skidded from 5412
to 1,139

But there is & more significant regson why ROTC has fallen on hard
tincs Student strupgles being conducted against the program Uil CAMPUsEs
throughout the country have been effoctive.

Baginning in 1967 und continuing up until the present, Lhere iave been
campaigns mounted against ROTC at Stanford, Pratt Institute, Pucrto
Ricn University, Rutgers, Doleware University. Alfred University, 5an
Francisco State, City College of New York, Notre Dame, Marvard, Yale,
Dartmouth, St, Peter’s Collepe, Brown, Washington University, Bowdom,
Frinccton, University of Washington, University of Mississippi, Columbiy,
Buffalo., Boston University, Fordham, George Washington University. 5t
John's University, Comell, University of Michigan, Hofstra, MIT, Lincoln
University, UCEA, New York Universily. Massachusetts Universily, and
Tufts University. The Harsard struggle of last spring has been the most
notewortiry. Three hundred studemts ovonpying the masn adsunitration
huﬂ.ﬂlnhrzdmm out by 400 club-wickling potice.

L

protest may lead to aclual elimination of theprogram-—- as 1as happened at
Harvard. Dartmouth, Columbia, and Brown. (The first three schools
witnessed the most militant of the anti-ROTC struggles.) Other schools
have denied academic credit to ROTC in response to the growing student
pressure, This s usually a serious blow to ROTC, because few students
will invest four years in the program unless it will count towards
fraduation.

Second. identification of ROTC as the agency thal actively servas U.s.
imperialism has discouraged students from joining the program. Mo and
more students are seeing ROTC as the oppressive instilution that it is,
and consequently, fewsr arc joining up. When asked to account for the
precipitous decline in ROTC enrollment at Stanford, Colonel S.M. Ramey
told the Daily that “anli-war sentiment on campus’ Was d Major reasot.

Farly in 1969, the Fentagon and various busingss publications tricd to
shrug off the growing challenge to ROTC. Said eme Pentagon official: “We
look for no cutback in the number of ROTC programs, despite all the
e(Torts of the SD5.™

U.S. News & World Report noted on May 19, 1969, thut ROTC was
wunder fire but deing fine,” sdding that “Widespread assaults on ROTC
canee hittle official concem. Officer programs we so popular they are
eraduating record numbers—and are sought by several hundred more
colleges.”

The Wall Street Joumal cbserved on July 2 thet “Though total
enrollment dropped shout 35,000 last vear to 213,000, the decline looks
like # oneshot phenomenon reflecting the abandonment of compulsory
training at some schools, The total is cxpected to climb again in
Scptember.”

This enrollment decline was not a ong-shot phenomenon, and the total
did not climb again in September. And now, the establishment is singing a
different tunc,

The November 3 fssue of U.S. News & World Report noted that “ROTC
enrollment is down sharply all across the country, partly as # result of
mmlitant student demonstrations . . .7

Stanford's vice provost, E Howard Brooks, pointed out in Campus
Report that as school after school denies credit to ROTC, “the Dal is
fucing the reality of the ‘domino theory.” Brooks emphasized the special
importance of ROTC programs at elite schools like Stanford. noting that

quality officer corps with the proper class background.

Sociolugist Joseph W. Seott writes in the September  issue  of

Trans-Action that “A break botween the umivemsities and the military
wiould seriously impair the conduct of the war in Vielnam, and, for that
matter, of any major war. Dy attacking the armed lorces’ major source of
leadenship potential, anti-war sclivitists have discovered the most offective

War.

method to date for curbing the militury establishment’s abiliLy to wagc
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People go to college for different rcasons. |
wrent becuuse it was o necessury step between hish
school and Law School, which wms o prerequisite
for sucocssful politicians. | chow Stanford becuyse
il was the key o hroaking into West Coast politics
und suciety. Ooes there, 1 juined ROTC becuuse
you had to have 3 service eooord if you wanied wo
tuinn [on pubhic ofTice,

Alsp, the RUTC propegznda, the Colone] who
iapped st Pre-Rep and the common wisdom all
Teeleh Hiat (hie pffScer rusite was betler than working
your way through boot camp, ROLC also made i
possible for you to finish colloge and Law School
without cver worryving ahowt the daft - and Dial
wits 3 126l advanlige for sumeone with clear cereer
plans and ambitions. Simce | was & schoiarship
student who really couldn’t afford Stanfond even
with schieskarsliipes, fuans and suy pact-time jobs, the
fasl that BOIC puid $50 5 mosth support was g
siroog uttruction, OF course 17d also heerd that the
gounes wiro really eay the besl “puis” oulside
the P.E, deporiment. Tweoty-seven units of “A™
and “E" oo trenscript couldn’t hurm, snd T fielt as
insccure abaut ny nund as most Freshomer

So, for Lthe young, not-so-well-ol] reshmun who
liod seen his less studions high school Friends
drafted 1o the Arpy, ROTC was o nutural. The
chufce of branches was protty simple. Aimy wis
short and simple; the Nowy and A Force took
ROTC seziously., I wus no more convineed of the
sonse of going to war than modl, s T ook Army es
(e &yey cumproTmisy.

Signing up was simple. Baduting the classks and
all the sbuse und worthloss delvel was something
clsc. No nne st Stenford really thought they were

-

Recollections
hy

Paul Rupert

Shrinking ROTC

Eorollment in  Stanford ROTC has declined
steaifily sinoe the beginoing of the Vietnam War,
evon though the milasy Yus siiTened the thir2it
of the dralt, foltened the schobwrships. and
introduced a quickic. twayo . pogam anned al
praduaie sludents,

Evenflment figares weleasad by the Universiy
show

1969 1968
TOTAL 249 346
Army 9 160
MNavy 113 |41
Air Force 37 15

Lasl Tall, the Artuy sas able 1o enpesll anly sx
Sanlond (reshmen. 1o keep the program viable,
Army imports 31 jJunior codlege atudents 1o study
anad gl walh Stapford studenis.
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training fur war. We just thosght we wore doing
what you had to do to get throegh ROTC. The
clusses were simple, boring, useless. The instrucions
wantod to treat s like they treat suldiers, hut they
kpew they couldn't seally and that we wouldn'
probably respond well wnyhow. The
upperclassmen who led us in drill were sven more
convinced of aur incomprience, For our part, we
were convinesd thatl thoy were poompows, aT1ogans,
silly and a big puin-in-the<ass. W aiso koew that if
we stuck with the progrum we got 10 do o other
muvs whut they did to us. & strong incentive. it
turms out.
Teaching To Obey

When ull is sald and done, ROTC existed to
taach you to abey, oot to fighl. Ti its own lmping
way, the progrant tried to break you down and
mold you into a good American solider: one who
would Tollow orders, whatever they nsy be. To
this end we polished buttons, boots and rifles,
drilled ovory woek, fuced inspections and sat up
strmight in oloss. Since they only had us & fow
hours ‘3 wock, we fuiled most ltmm tosts of
perfect obedience—salthough many of my fellow
cudets undoubiedly went on o wage vbedient war
in Asin

The Army dide’t scern to undesstand 1t
poople [ight because Lhey believe In somwthing,
nol Becyite they are well-trmined. Many of ws
didn believe the Azmy's thetoric envugh, and we
were sloppy. We studied for finals during breaklus
of the exam dav. We did e Litle drilling a2
pemeble, praying for rain on drill days. We hoped
thesy somlda’l be time for inspection of our
crrascealy el boots &d Lt

T might have dropped out of ROTC the fimi
vear if it hadn’t been Tor (ear, the paratroopens
and target practice. The fewr—und the promiso of
firancial rolief —were the strongest Teasons o
cuntinuing. T didn’t want e screw up my carcer
pluns or face the Ammy from the botimn up. But
at times 1 figured Lhat would be preferable io
continumg to waste my time with ROTC.

Then we formed our squad ot juaricd
paratroopers #nd started o Jo target practice. Our
spuad leader decided it would be o pood thing for
cur morale 10 shed the dull grecns and get an
cutfit with a littke more appeal. So we got combal
boots, ascots, military police belts and holsters,
md combal helmets. Tt appesied to our sense of
the hosoic, our desire for “machismeo,” 11 was a
kick to walk around campus on deill day lovking
like you were just bock from he foweipn wars.
Girls seemed to tike nur putfits, snd that belped
monle a low

The beginning of arget practice and learning 1o
ficldstrly und <ltan our rifles sdded to our rising
yririts, 1t was 3 litle more like the comic books
snd movies and 1Y shows snade the military out
tr e | haed always Wked tunzet shouling, snd even
though the instraclon were Aot particulady poud,
I emjoyed the ritlc range. | had never been nach
on henting aninls, and wasn't all that twmed oo
1o lhe rdeaof hunting hummos. bat the distance
between 1he lnigats and people was tusy o
maintain on the Stenford ranpe.

¥v Roots Hurt

Bur ths surge in moeale was  shortdived
Nothang could really cover the facl thal ROUTC was
s wasle of ume and humibsting. Besides my now

commbad Bools lmet. TN stoud still for mpose thin a
minute my feet killed me. 1his proved to be my
undong. My attirude had heon gerting more and
meore “unhealthy” as the spoing went oo, On our
last day of drill we had a major inspection. Some
wlilf-gsmed penessl from the Presidio came down (o
look at us. It waz unbeambly hot and we weore
expecied w staod al altention for almost an buour
while hr made his rounds. staring ar buttons, belrs
and what -yl

After tlve Tiest minude my aching feel began ta
lell me something, The messeor was loud and
clear, and required a dirset vinlation of orders, We
were 4l parade rest, und were eapeocted 1o stay
there, no mttier what. | suppowe we weie unde
ordens to stuy there cven i thete were &n
carthqiekee. AL any 1ate, vou alwaye obeved yom
communding oflicer before your feel.

| &l Tor abow twenty minntcs. | thooght 1
would huld vut until the Geoeral got o, and
then sphic. Bur the pan was oo much. Tears
started o form, iben engull my eyes. | wusn'l
supposed to move my arma. cither. 1 dide’t know
whil the Gedoeral would think of § pesfecily
straight-fuced cadet with hiv tovth clenched and
tears streaming down ha check. So after miueh
imterrial chios, | walked moay and tumed o dfle
inte Lmeina 1l | realized that this was only 2
deill, and that Teould sl come back 1o ROTC in
the [all, But | alsy reulieed that it felt good to
walk away From it The deaft and the loss of the
metey were pedl problens, but 1 tigered 1 could
leatn 10 loe with them anmclinw.

Loun™l sy 1'm =y wbout e decison.
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i oix osnd Hul ROLC musi be mainmined in
onder to preserve the “right™ of Sumlord stidents
tor Lozt g o Ticmys Tog The LS, military. lronically,
ROTC doprives cadets of the freodom Lo chionpe
thebr mds and guar the progiam,

By a combinaton of darrol and stick—peneroun
financia! prants and the fear of the diati—students
are gecrpited jula ROTC. Once eopnlled, they are
compelled by the “punitive clause™ i Lheir
oontiael In stay i the piagraim and cwen o foflow
every military role und regpilutivn under permilly ul
impedinte industion s enlisted men.

The majurity repod| of kst year's Senate ROTC
enimmities snd, “To our Knowledpe, the ROTC
contracts daee the only Unvershysponsured and
ancticred contricls on the undovgraduste jeve)
theul bibd o srudzar to service.”

The pobreive nalive nf ROTC can best be
imderstond n hwman terirs. On puge 9, we wll
the story ol u Stmloed studont who wil) e
mducled iin the Nave becuuss he (i NROTC.
The military Iries 10 k2ep wmch  unpleusint
BCEmfIEnecs to0 4 mimimuun, Thee ase ofher,
gedes ¢ wiys Lo seintEn satisfactory enrul bmenis
even undsr the stress of Whe Vieluwn War

The big rocmitiment drive for gl Uoee
services—Armmy, Movy oo Ay Foroe is dinceted 3t
hugh school seniors who are goimg vn o colleps
These 17 und 1840 nids arc at one of the most
insteure moments in their lves, Glled with wornes
wbout proving (heie wirrth, heing aceepied into a
new covironment. und payving Lhe exhorbilanl cosl
of collepe, The ailitary gives them a plethor ol
h&uﬂﬂj], J-Lu,qr-;uha: bnn;lmlﬂ:f. {1l plniee Lo fill
all. of these needs. “Take Coommand Of Your
Fulure,” ao - Aomy brochuss, [ells the high sl
senior tharin ROTC

so  will  mosive teining  in
sell-discipline; Lhe lechobgues of
nrgnnizing, motivating and managing
ofhers; in ormaniziog your own thne
and aciviles; and you will develop
addilional sttributes of 2 leader nol
generplly  seemirarld  throuph  octhey
college coursés. Aad you will recelve o

oW
to

Shanghai

d

ROTC
Cadet
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tox<froe xabswlance allowsnoe of 55U
per month durng vour junior md
NAnUT Y eaTs,

The decsive facior for muny sticlents = e
offor of & full4uition scholarship. Along wilh the
fear of the draft, these monelary wmecntives exert o
strong inlluencs,

Hink Licso. a Stanford junior in Army ROTC.
gisned up for (e progam o a lreshmemn  afud:
spending lour years in Junior ROLC al prej
schow!, 1 considered Jeaving the program ut the
end of two years,” says Livse, “whed changes in
the  drafe seemed Lkely, Bur then | mm inlo
finarcial ifTicultics. One uf e main thinas taul
kept me in the progrm was the monthly checks

Scholmship studertls wgn 2 hinding conlrl
with the yulitary ot the begioning of freshman
year. Reoently, howewer, they were granted the
aghl to gt the progimme W thout penalty up to
the emd of sophomore year, Woa-scholarship
siudents sign the condiser and bocome subpri o
the punitive claise at the sturt of jumne yoar, and
cadets i the pew lwoyear ROIC mmed at
dralt-threntenod graduiale siudenis, can sull (il
sfter une veur, Te i this bricf grace penind that is
eritical For e rmilitary, boeausy e canlen s1i Tras
the leaal freedom 1o esiape ROTC I be i
deteprmeed ro do g0, And the tawphl of quitting
occurs o alroust ever cade

“Some tite when you're in il you say, | wunl
1o get oul. Uils Is @ srock of shit,” says one Navy
meddsliiprran, (We wouldl wuse his name except thal
NROTC regulations state that “Use ol obstenity
o profunity” = oo chiss A offénse, contitihivg
prounds for inveduntary discnrollment.)

When codets po o their commanding otficer to
tell him they went to diseoroll, it i stendord
millitary prvctice to iell them o go think aboase
[or u while, All kinds of delaying tucticy are usad,
and they often work, bocapse the first two yorr
of the preogriom are Galedy e ad  nonmaiibm.
“You are printed the piclure of some kind ol ideal

patriotic love of their couniry and eveivhody was
fust a0 hapoy about the whole thine" recollecis
Liun Spivey, & drop-oul from NROTC

Shanghai Miston Acomplished

At the sl of the third year. the codels ure
gworn oo the secviee and i & ton Tare for any
seconil thoughts, The ponitive cluuse & in et
The truimng becoomes the “Advpnced Conrse™ and
it moch more scrious, including summer i of
basic Iraiving ol Army eamps of ahoard ship. Any
cadet who tatks about dropping vet s innediiely
bokd thul he tides heing called np for two to lowr
years-as an culistvd man,

“Ciiten ™ b gonng 1o summer camp for the
First time thot movs decide they wunt Lo quil,” siys
Mark Edwards, 3 drop-our from Aw Force ROTC
and military co-counselor tor the Speciul Servives
offige ol rthe Thelversity. "They soe what the
military is really like.”

Bevider oblymting Lhe cidel 1o My 0 the
program and accopr a coonvmisgion, the punitane
climise rerjoires thal he receive pussinig grades i ull
his scademic and non-academic military franing,
sl Tulluw the perondl eepilutions et down by
the military. For nstance, all Nawy' mudshipimgn
ire produbited [rom maerying.

“A marriage whil cnalled ln the NROTC
progran & # heesch of conbret,” says page 30 of
the repulablore, “und il will be the ciust tor
immediute disenrollment tor disaplinary masons.™

The Navy also pmhibits a midshipman {rum
majoring  in ceniein  diwiplines, incloding i,
drama, mosic and religion, The Al Foree ROTC
cudel ix alsu resincted W particular mujors undes
the terms of his conmrset.

After studying the situwation, Lhe majority of the
Senale RO1C committee wrote:

The punitive clanees operate in wistion to
acafetnie stapdards mequiremeotz, cowuse of
sludy reguiremends, conducl requiremenis,
nnd  sorven mequiromenss - 8 tha
imterlocking of contractzal  fequiremnents.
restriciions and sbligations that makes the

mililary ydem where everybudy & followmy  whole much more than esch
ol ils parls might sugnet .

certain rubes and vvervbody Roy sll this respect and
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