| -penod _ s
sk - And Stanford may not be untypu:al of. the current
S 's_ltu_at_lon_ on -America’s “elite’’ .campuses; from which the

-movement of the _19605\. sprang. : It is, if ‘anything, more -
‘than':Harvard, Columbia,

" mer;. .be am

i iltitude - of - social - issues,  Indeed, the combined
- number - of :studerits . doing . such: thmgs as. mveshgatmg

~. " prison. conditions -and res;)ondmg to prisoners’ legal .and
‘educational : needs, orgamzmg support for .the. United’

Farm Workers Union in’ its_ battie with -the Teamsters

" . and:growers, studying . and- experlmentmg with curricala
for free schools, working for McGovern as a step toward

_pushing the, country ‘to. the Left, and setting up a coun-

.' - seling centér on alternative, socially relevant vocations, is '
i probably larger than the number who sat-m durmg 1969 '

~-and 1970. -

.. 'Thete 1s, 10 be sure, less opportumty for casual par—
tlclpatlon as.-by. attending a- mass rally, than there was

in the apocalyptic days. There’s even some breathing space

-~ for such conservative side’ phenomena ‘as- a- mini-revival
of fraternities and the- ﬂowermg of the Yesus movement.
But the: reigning ideology is liberal. Campus resocializa-
_ tion- carries. a large minority of - privileged" white studerits
‘to Left-liberal or radical positions, either through- direct

'_mvolvement in issues or.by a less tangible cultural osmosis. -
" ‘The forms of. political . action_ do challenge the.-system, -

- although they are less v:olent thari. those of an earl:er

_: . “bourgeois” and *‘suburban”
_Berkeley and Cornell: ‘Aceording to the university’s place-

- - ment coynseldrs, most Stanford students are sorely tempted -

. to spend-their lives, in whatever capacity, amid the entic-
- ing-and ‘distracting lushness of Palo Alto,. Los Altos Hﬂls
\- and -Portola Va]ley s ;g

: i On exannnanon, the. notaon of a. retum to the
: '19505 secins ﬂlusory At the end of that decade” Stan-

- ford had twenty-six fraternities and an overwhelming pref-
erence for ‘Richard Nixon as the next President of the

" United States. By the mrd—19605, things had' changed -
wvid Harris returned from Mississippi sum-
‘student - union: president by appealing to -
“ - students in the dorms rather than those in the fraternities, -
- and 'started the Resistance. In 1969-71 several hundred -
_ among:Stanford’s’ 11,000 students were willing, at appro- .
- priate moments; to. become involved-in high-risk, forceful -

. -somewhat '

. action against.the university’s: ‘military rescarch and ROTC

- . ‘programs, -‘Several thousand -others rallied to. support these
- demands’ and heard far-reachmg ‘criticisms. of American
" “society. A majority. of these voted, in special referenda; -
- for.the demilitarization of the university, American with-
' drawal from . Southeast .Asia;: the. Panther . demand for
" liberation -of. all political pnsoners, and- the reinstatement

of: radical Prof, H. Bruce Franklin who was. fired.in a
 cause célebre of académic freedom for such alleged inci-

-+ dents: as. encouraging- students. to- shut down a ‘Compu-
" tation” Center where a war-rélated program was being run -
off. (See “The Discontents of Stanford” by Sherman B.

-:._.Chlckenng, The Nation, March, 13, }972)

educati nal; sphere he'-'fopportumty to relate o
olmcal groups-mt involve a large minority

: ... ' This year only. fourteen fraternities remain; 80" per cent .
o _"..of student -voters went for George McGovern; the newly
o __-_u_r_sta_lled student.government ‘is every bit.as activist and

Left-}eamng as its recent predeeessors although the Smn— =

ford’ Daily has acquired a less.militant (but. liberal) staff.
'The number of students- enrolled in- Stanford” Workshops

on Political and Social Issues (SWOPSI), a sort of counter-

curriculum for credit. which resulted from Movement agi- -

tation; has doubled in the ‘past year: Stident leaders of

_vatymg political persuasmns characterize the present phase .
“as one of “high consciousness-and low mobilization.”
Faculty members. with whom. I spoke tended to. agree. . .

Asst, Prof. Ward Watt, who. teaches introductory ‘biology,
observed that his students are more persevering and “less.

. distracted ‘by mass cxcitation” than three years:ago, but

adds, “They are quite interested in social ‘problems. Fve

" never found as much’ interest in the connections between

science and: these other questlons I don’t-think there are
indications. that they re moving. down and- turning in.’

‘John ‘Mollenkopf, ‘an assistant . professor of ‘political sci-

ence, has noted that his classes are “shot through witha

large number of people who were permanently. changed .

by anti-war stuff, the Movement, who talk of inteflectual

issues but are sometlmes -confused -about eurrent direc-
- tions.” In.the Law School, Prof. Anthony Amsterdam . -
‘believes that the “marked change” in law student activism =~
- that resulted from the 1960s has pers_is_ted'__in this less -

noisy .era. ‘He detects “no decrease in sacial conscious-
ness” in the last two or three years. The dean of under- '

- graduate adrmssxons ‘Fred Hargadon, flatly states. that * o
: large majority of candidates accepted -are. socially. Con--. e
“scious and concerned with issues.” Although Hargadon:

is skeptical as ‘to the depth of their commitment and’

gards the . rapid successnon of ‘issues as: a symiptom of e

“miedia other-direction,” he has become accustomed to .

 application essays. on' Vietnam, racism and ecology; rather. -
.than “My Expenences Flshmg with. Mame Lobstemlen e

Why, then has the Iargest mass mobﬂlzatron ﬁ]lS P
. year been a quiet rally of 800 in January, following -
Nixon’s: decision to bomb for:peace in North Vietnam? -
Aceordmg to Dan Brenner, a junior who .is"opinions

editor of the Daily, “Students today .are less prone to go.

_ out on the Embarcadero and get arrested because they feel
© it is not ‘an effective: technique.” Brent Appel, a, former
. student unioh. co- pre51dent who is in his fifth ‘year at =

Stanford, explains, “The issue is. what I-can do. Demon-

. _ strations are not seen as viable—-all has been heard before,
it’s not novel now, the average Middle American ‘won’t:

be reached. People are looking for mew tactics. » Past

- mobilizations also created an ideological momentem which

was bound to undermine. the logic of the initial- ‘tactics.

" Bob’ Saunders,_another fifth:yeéar. student who 'is also an . .

alternative - vocations - counsélor, thinks: "“Peoples eXpecs.

tations got to be higher than their tacties, which. couldn’t =

themselves: changé society. Even if you got the: Defense

."Department off. campus: {which - largely ~occuried], the :

capitalist™ structure and 1mper1ahsm survived.” Bruce.

_Franklin, .now. laboring off campus as.a- member of the
" Central Committee of Venceremos, & Marxist-Leninist or-

ganization, speaks of the “apparent paradox” of “a low
ievel of militant activity and high- consciousness”:- “Be-

cause “people have a high level of consciousness they don’t. )

see what- -they can do: about EOPpressron] R ,
Another nnportant factor i’ the suhs1dence of large. _

'raz Nu"ronllune 18 1973.




. ‘-ernonons' has: been the removal of draft ‘pressures.. In-

the - conitext -of . Vietnam, - conscription - was_more: than a'
" personal threat; it was, in Appel’'s phrase,” “a symbol of -

government coercion .at your back door.” Radical organ-
izers today have not found a similar. cross-cutting incen-
tive' for campus mobilization, Finally, the labor market
and graduate school glits have undoubtedly taken some
t011 of -activism -even. at a- presnge school llke Stanford

But while the shtft away from mass: moblhzatlon_

‘has left some of the more casnal former participants -feel-

ing frustrated, powerless, and occasionally cynical, that

" has not been the .general reaction of those who were
more deeply touched. There is widespread: agreement with

Appel’s judgment that “the number of people who really'

commit a substantlal part of their lives to social change is
increasing.” Furthermore, as Dally columnist Bill Evers

_points. out, “The new New Left is more organized, Jess

hedonistic and politically. crazy. Achievement orientation

has come back more and there’s a more sensible time
- horizon.” Leslie Rabine, a graduate student who has been’

active organizing women’s groups remarks, “At the point

where the Movement was generally at its. helght 1he1:e was'
a lot of rehance on spontaneity. Now there’s better-ot= .
ganization, -more solid ties. It’s 'much more serious and:
- long range.” In organmng students; the new. New Left. . = -
has emphaslzcd both consciousness raising and meanifigs: -
ful action. And it has made good use of the post-1960s- -

educational revolution: “greater openness of the. campus’
to outside social change -groups and the incorporation:-
of a significant number of student-initiated, action-oriented

‘courses. Here follow some examples of current. activity.

Student government co-president Kevin O'Grady; a

- hrst-year ‘medical student, headed. the local McGovern. L
campaign’ which involved more than 400 people. With "

other McGovern workers and veterans of the Movement -
he formed SCOPE (Stanford Committee on: Political Bdu-

cation) ‘which recently presented a four-day conference

focusing on domestic repression. Fhe most . promment of
eight Left-liberal and radical speakers:was Daniel Ells-
berg, who attracted’ 1,600 spectators. Ten . .years ago.’
major universities did not countenanoe public appearances’

by individuals under indictment.

Through SWOPSI a group of students is mearchmg.t-

Because this is: rhe season’ of cownencemenrs, The ‘Na-
- tion here reprints an edited version of what is perhaps. the
finest commencement address ever delivered in Ameiica.
John Jay Chapman gave it, in the spring of 1900, to the
‘graduating class of Hobart College.- The full text of this
. address js 10 be found in The Collected Works of John

. _Press, Weston, Mass.

" You believe that the abuses'-under the Russian Govern-
ment are inscrutably different from and worse than our

- principle, and are more alike in fact, in taste and smell
and -substarice than your prejudice is willing to admit,
- Lifeis not a boarding school where a bad boy can be
dlsmxssed for the benefit of the rest. He remains. He must

corruption is only an.evil because it stifles men.
Try 1o raise a vorce that shau be heard from here to

shut off the sound. It is not.a German sergeant, nor a

Russian_officer of the precinct. It is’a note from a friend
of your father’s, oﬁermg you ‘& place in his office.

This is your warning from the secret pollce Why, .1f_
- "any of you young gentlemen have a mind to maké him-

well.

_ the world with their messages;.and when they find how

1o get up-on some little eminence from which. they can

© of them, “I shal] have gained 2 standing, and then, I
| - will use my power for good.” Next year comes and with

Speak Out

© say.

and so they are. if you want money. But -if you want . |

Jay Chapman (Volume Vi), pubkshed in 1970 by M & S .

" own; whereas bothsets of atrogities: are- identical in .
~ what I had 1o say to you boys who are graduating. And |, -
I think I have one thing to say: If you wish to be wseful,: {.

" never fake a course that will silence. you, Refuse to learn,
be dealt with. I-Ie is'as much here as we are oursélves. -
' “The voice of humaruty is. stified by cotruption; ‘and

Albany and watch what it is that comes forward to.

*'self heard ‘a mile -off, you must make’ a. bonfiré of your
- reputatlons and a close enemy of most men- ‘who wnsh }'ou- '

1. have seen ten years of young meén who rush out into

deaf the world is, they think they must save their strength.
and wait. They. believe that after. a while. they will be able -

make themselves heard. “In a few years,” reasons one.

it a strange dlscovery The man has lost his horlzon of-'

thought His ambltlon has evaporated he has nothlng o |
- Social and busmess promlnenoe look Ilke advantages,-'-
moral 1nﬁuence you may bless God you have: not got--_\‘:.-

them, | B
. They are the payment with which the world suhsldtzes E1:

. .men ‘to keep’ quiet, and there is no subtlety Or cunning - o
by which you can' get them without paying in silence. |

This is the great law of humamty, that has existed
since history began,. and. will last while: man’ lasts—e\ul sl
selfishness and silence are one thing, - N
- When I -was_asked to make this. address: I wondered

anything that you canmot proclaim. Refuse to dccept any-

"thing ‘that implies’ coIlusmn, whether it be a’ clerk Ship. or_ .~

a-curacy, a legal fee or a post in a university, . :
- Retain' the power  of speech, no matter what other"

power you lose. If you. can take this course; and Sasaiar i 2

as you take it, you will ‘bless- this’ -country, Inmsofar as |-
you depatt from this course- you become dampers, mutes: .
and hooded. executloners s
As for your own private oharacter it w1ll be preserv .
by such -2 course. Crime you, cannot’ comimit, for crime - | -
gags ‘youw:; Collusion with any abuse gags you.

~As'a practical matter'a mere failure to' speak ‘out upon i

~ occasions where no opinion is asked or expected of you, 5
and when the utterance of . an. “uncatled-for suspicion s}~
. odious, will often-hold you to a concurrence in palpable: |-
. iniquity. It will bind and gag you and lay. you: dumb and

in shackles, like the veriest serf.in Russia. . .
1 give you tlus one rule of conduct Do what you wxll:
but speak out always. .-
‘Be shurned, be’ hated, be. ndlculed, be scared be_.
doubt; but don't be gagged i
The tnne of tnal ‘is always Now 13 the appomted' |
GG g
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