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PALO ALTO, Calif. — It's a busy time at
Stanford University. H. Bruce Franklin, a
radical professor who faces suspension for.
disrupting a speech by Henry Cabot Lodge,
denounces Stanford's president, Richard
Lyman, as ‘lie- " before a crowd of 500.
As for Mr. Lodge, BE tells the rally, “The ap-
propriate response_ fo criminals is not
heckling but-what
remberg: They
cuted.!l : '-

\
A few dayg r the Black Students’
Union at a letter to President
‘Lyman concladir@ t the university ‘“‘is less

than committed fo addressing the more press-
ing problems facing people of color.”

{ be locked up or exe-

Not long afterygard, at the office of another
Stanford officiaj§f some 30 protestors shout
“‘fascist pig” ghd pound doors in an attempt

to harass the official and his visitor, Nikitas
Sioris, Greek minister of edncat!{t,lli.

Within minutes of their occurrence, each
of these embarrassing incidents for the Stan-
ford administration is flashed in lengthy,
dead-pan detail to \wire services, newspapers
and radio-TV stano?s thence to be trumpeted
around the world

‘The work of an emcu:nt underground stu-
dent press? . The stories all were cov-

ered by S d’s own official news service,
which routinel s in to publicize stories
that would te 5ir PR brethren at other
institutions. a2

Free-Wheeling Flacks: 1l

At most schools, the university news ser-
vice differs little from a corporate public re-
lations counsel. It is the official mouthpiece of
the administration and faculty, careful to
serve up a bland diet of pro-administration
news and cultural announcements, seasoned
at times with frothy features on students or
image-polishing gwards to faculty members.

But at Stanford, “If someone comes here
and says to blow up the Empire State Build-
ing, we'll report that Joe Blow says fo blow

up the Empire gSta.te Building,”” remarks
Harry Press, a r for the Stanford
News Service. @,‘:

The tree-whedinglemce covers disturb-
ances on the spot (they've been plentiful the
past few years), its reporters occasionally
dodging a brick aimed at them by demonstra-
tors as well as police gas. It also pro-
vides a platform for dissidenis, no matter
how radical, to air their views to the press.
According to the Chicago Journalism Review,
“Stanford University is perhaps the only insti- |
tution that runs a news service that is con-
cerned with reporting student views as well
stration or taculty n

For insts the most sacred of
cows that’a Fnews service can han-
dle is the apr _tment of a new-president.
Yet, when Kenneth Pitzer was named presi-
dent in 1968 (he“lafer resigned) the service

here reported criticism of the appoint-
ment by the student body president.

.donetothematl'l'u--

ing and achievements of Stanford .

The Stanford operation is largely the prod-
uct of Robert W. Beyers, an energetic 3¢-
year-old ex—neﬁgaperman with muttonchop

sideburns that ‘‘credibility is
the name of game " Mr. Beyers argues
that ““fail &eal« candidly with any audi-

ence may quickly diminish the university’s
credibility with all of them.'’ Universities that
“‘take. the initiative in reporting ‘bad’ nmews
may find it actually helps protect their good
names,” he adds. o

Give ’em the Facts

Mr. Beyers recalls newspapers once ban-
nered a story about 2,000 students staging a
dormitory food “riot” at a Midwestern uni-
versity. ““The facts were that at most & few
hundred students had protested and several

had thrown their plates against the do% 5

walls,” heg says. ‘It happened early
evening, but no administrator there bothered

tp. call a university reporter. After all,‘ibb ;

wanted that kind of story in the papers?’ .

Bob Beyers joined Stanford in 1961 (he had
worked for the University of Michigan news"
bureau and, before that, for small newspa-
pers in M zan and Texas) and deemed at
[HE news service, “like the uni |
versity itself‘:hould serve as a marketplace’

for ideas” and “‘encourage thinking about the ‘

problems and prospects of the university” as

well as “inform the outside world of the think-

7 He I

says the administration has never hlndered |

his efforts to n:nplement this policy.

ws seryice receives high
= Alle Me]linkoﬂ city

y handle the put-
an any other or-

e

But the Staniqﬂmhe their share |
of criticism, too. Some radical studenis at
Stanford refer to Mr. Beyers as Bob ‘‘Biased”
Beyers and claim the service is just a lackey
for the administration. Mr. Franklin, the radi-
cal professor who subseguently was sus-
pended and who might be fired, accuses the
news service of ‘‘conducting my trial and con-
victing me in the press.” (The news service
typically carried Prof. Franklin's accusations
of bias, without offering any rebuttal.)

“Sleeping Bag Srlx” : IS

became as e “sleeping bag six’’ on
campus. The protestors, Mr. Beyers says,

“wanted to have someone look over our shoul-

der. We've worked with protestors on st
but I'm not going to let snynne subs
their judgement for ours.” -

The Stanford Daily, which hasn't bei
together unfriendly to the campus rad
has editoﬂa.l.ized that in radical propag

as fascism incarnate

mvice that gives a pa.mgmph t
. Beyers gives pages.’

g .news service bundles together i
le _good news or bad, into a m¢
newspaper, the Stanford Observer, whi
mailed to some 120,000 al , parent
friends of the university. Not averyone
amored with the ‘publication. rote ont
“Stanfor e_shoul
 ceive it, it remmedmped aro
~rock which-you-can give tolne of your
long-haired Students to throw at a [
man.” Another demanded they stop se
him such ‘‘junk,” noting, “it is extreme
miliating and degrading to have anyone,
the postman, know thatlha.ve ever ha

connection with the place 5

(%

Such reactions are rare, Mr. B
claims. Nevertheless, they are duly prin

the Observer.
Mr. Beyers operates on a 3145,000 a

budget and has four!aides, all ex—x;ews;
men. The mailing list than
addresses, though the aver

per story—they send = r
year—is to some 370 puhli ations « %
tions. k
Beating the Wire Se

However, they can't rely solq'ly o
mails for fast breaking stories, \such
campus disruption. Rather, they use Bu:
Wire, a privately owned San Francisco-
wire service that usually distributes «
ratenewstonewspaperaandtheﬂkel
clients.

The news service has pushed through
ness Wire as much as 20 short ‘‘takes
pages, of copy in a single day on one bre
story, dictating from whatever e m

handy. Harry Press, who was day cit
wro{thesgnmanctseoEmminerheﬁ
joinedthenmserviceinmsﬁ.mcallu
ing from notes a 12-paragraph story du
1969 student strike and suddenlyrealizﬁ
hadntdictatedastoryinmytars




