tries, including Vietnam, who
had guite an -influence on us,
“When ‘we camie back to this
country we were Marxist-

Leninists and we saw the need
. for a revolutionary force in
- the United States.”

Looking around, the Frank—
lins found no existing organi-
zatton that fitted their beliefs
and agenda for action, and so,

“with friends, they formed an

organization called fhe Penin- .

~ sula Red Guard, which even-

tually - merged " with similar -

Bay Area groups into an
organization called the Revo-
lutionary Union, whnch lasted
-untit 1970,

HILE Franklin’s radicali-

Zzation was gcoing on, Aamon
Manganielio had broken on
ideological grounds with the
‘Brown Berets—the ~ Chicand
equivalent of the Black Pan-
‘theré—and was building up
Venceremos as a “multina-
tional”  organization - that
soon included white revolu-
tionaries. Prominent among
these was ~Bruce Franklin,
who, with a like-minded group
. from the Revolutionary. Union
{(which  Manganiells con-
sidered ‘“racist and petty-
bourgeois'),. came over 1o
Venceremos on New. Year's
Eve, 1870, after an eight-hour
meeting to discuss the merger.
Franklin becawme, and still is,
. & member of the Venceremos
- central commitice.

The document which came
out of  ihe New Year's Eve
marathon ‘was a five-point
.manifesto. The first point was
national liberation and inter-
_national revolution; the sec-

ongd; the dictatarship of the

proletariat; the third, deémo-

crafic centralism as an or-

ganizational principle; the
fourth, the liberation of wo-
men. The fifth was armed
struggle, and it is lLere that
came the sticking point for
Stanford = tliberals, for by
armed siruggle was meant the
right to bear arms and fo use
‘them if necessary. (*The right
of the people to defend them-
selves cannot be taken away
by anybody. . . .
ceremos member must learn

to operite and service . his

weapon correctly, must have
 arms ‘available, and actively
“teach the oppressed people
© the importance of armed and
organized self-defense.’)
Every member of Ven-
ceremos, Manganiello claims,

has at léast one weapon:avail-

Every Ven-

able. The organization recom-

‘mends the M-T carbine and

the 30.06 -rifie, the 45-caliber
automatic and the 9-mun,

ceGne hundred and
ten eyewitnesses wore

heard and gvera

million werds of
transeript recerded. s

<

he told me. (By “extra armed
security”  he  meant other
members of Vénceremos, who
zre called together by an alert
syst_em when the police threat-
ei them.) Most recently, about
wo monthis ago, “a lat of po-

lice came ‘fooking  for some.

house- -burglars they said had

“jumped over our fence. They

had all these police out front

.. Who demanded to come in
" . and lock for this guy. Finally,

¢ after we got a lot of people
* here, we allowed one of them

pzstol on t‘ne gmunda that,
even - if a gun-tontrel law
comes, the anununition
these weapons will probably
still be relatively easy te come
by. When I asked Mangarniells

how often they had had to

use their weapons, he an-
swered that “during the last

- three to five months we'va

drawn weapons on police and
been on the ‘verge of a shoot-
out at least once every two
weeks,” (How much of this
account teflects the romantic-

‘ism of the armed revalution-

ary, I do.not know.)

m§ HE charges that Frankiin

has trained guerrilias in the

hills go baclt several years,
and have most receatly been
aired hefore the - Eastland
committee. Franklin, who has
denied the charges repeatedly,
pointed out fto me that he 13
under frcquent sorveillance
and that if any evidence had
been discoversed by the law
agencies who have shown an
interest in his activities, he

would surely have been ar-
rested long ago. “What they've .

been trying to do for three
vears,”" Franklin said, “is {o
find some fact to fif the case D
they themselves put together.”
The constitutional right of
the citizen to bear arms is of
course a matter of current
debate, . with

cal hunters finding themselves
unexpectedty in the same hoat.
In California, it is illegal to
catry a Jleaded weapon in
places where it would be il-

lezal to fire it It is stil] per-.

missible o keep a rifla qr
shotgun in one's home or
place of business.

Franklin keeps a Remangf(}n'

!2-7'\!:3‘: automatic
“yery available™ in his house
and has carried it when neet-
ing policemen at the front

door. “Weé often have extra

shoigun

armed secyrity in the house,”

for

'vieient -

conservatives,.
leftist radicals-and nonpoliti--

{0 come into the back yard,

under supew'smn, to look

around.”

“On the day that 1 talked to
Franklin at his Louse, he was
dressed in a disarmingly petty-
pourgenis styie—a navy biue
sporis shirt, dark slacks and

‘suede boots, One wrist was

wrapped in an elasiic bandage,
but not, as it turned out, frony
revolutionary skirmishing. His
hair is not notably long.
Sometimes his diction bounds

disconccriingly from the nat--

ural . style of an educated
voung Easterner {o the rhet-

. orie of the revolutionary. {He

once toid a grovp of schol-
ars, “The heroic struggie of

the revolutionary masses of

Vietnam throws the lie into
thie rotten teetlhr of those who
iivel and degrade humanity."”)

" As we talked, Yane Franklin
was. pounding a typewriter in.
ancther room. The children—
Karen, 15, Grefchen, 13 and
Robert, 8, were at school.
(The older children share
their parents’ politics; and
“zome people have forbidden
their kids to play with them.™)

Wrhen 1 asked Franklin how
he got along with such non-
revolutionaries  as

avid Harris, he repled that

“thé oppresser feeds on-non-
violence” He went - on:
“there's the myih, you know,
that violence begets violence.
-With the police we've found
that simply {o survive we

have to be-armed and we have

to be able to draw on com-

rades very rapidly in our de-

fense.”’ _
‘Franklin has been arrested

twice, for faiture to disperse’

and for asanulting a police of-

ficer, The first charge was dis- -

missed. He was acquitted in
the second case sfter a five-
weeel Uivu

re

the faculty advisory hoard, of
course, officially knew noth-
ing of these more picluresque

_eonvergation,”

AL HE seven fL’i professors of -

e
A

matters, Mesiing in a physics |

lecture hall, their charge was

simply to determine whether

-or not Franklin - had forced

Lodga to abort his speech and
had “intentiosally urged and
incited” the other incidents of
disruptive behaviof. As Presi-
dent Lyman put it in August,
“It's no lenger a question of
apinions, popular or unpopu- -
lar. it’s a question of actions.”
The hearings, which lasted
from the last week of Sep-
tzber to the first ‘week of
‘November, from I ¢'clock to 6
o'clock, Monday through Sai-
urday, did little to clarify what
Frankiin -had actually dene.
One hundred and ten eyewit-
nesses were heard, testifying
to conflicting accounts of what
had veally happened in Dinkel-
spiel Auditerium or outside
the Computation Center or in
White Plaza or the Old Union
courtyard. One hundred and
twenty documents, 230 photo-
graphs and. four fape record-
ings were repeatedly consuit-
ed, and over a million words
of transcript recorded. The
universily was represented by
2 firm of “lawysers imperted -
from Los Angeles, Frankiin
represented himself, '

The hearings were cventu-
ally regarded on campus as
something of a hore although
not 2 complete bore, (I
docsn't’ speak highly of Stan-.
ford, but for a long time Bruce
has been our only subject of
one - facuity
rmomber told me. “You’d think
we could have come up. with.

© two or three others.”) The ex-

tra . hearing rooms that had
heen . equipped  with sound -
svstems for the expected over- -

flow were nevér used. (¥et,

when the campus radio sta-
&5 "It hecwme cloar 10

me thot, ir@@zcaﬁy. =
fhore was na 5QEpRin
ERvily Qt:w eivil Iiis _
evties on e Siame
ford camnpus.” 89

tion stopped broadcasting the
pm-"?pflmgs there - were
enpagh protects e induce it
to resums.) There were & cou-
ple of incidents of. “guerrilla
theater.”” In one of these, five.
uouno men wearing pig masks
and sheriffs’ stars “wore sub-
dued by five membe_:rs of the

Li-



audience. ‘Then all 19 actors

left the room, shouting “Power .

Ao the _peapl(_,"' The proceed-

ings became so informal that,

as. one .cbserver recalled,
out,
ters.”
Toward the end, a general
. view was expressed by a Stan-
ford alumnus who told me
‘thoughtfully that although he
didw't think the prosecution
had made a watertight case,:
he would on the whole feel a
little more . comfortable
Bi"iiCt .

ity.
This . view of the matter-

_was notably not shared by an -

interested observer, Alan M.
Dershowitz, a professor from
the Harvard law school who is
visiting Stanford. Dershowitz’s
involvement in the case pro-
vides an acute ceminentary on
‘the ciimate at Stanford while
the hearings were going on. A
small, scholarly looking man
of 33 with sandy hair, a red
mustache, and goid-rimmed
spectacltes, Dershowitz wryly
recalls that he had decided to
spend his year at the Stanford
Center for Advanced Study in
the Belavioral Scieaces in
writing “a .book and avoiding
gny distractions. “I tried my
damnedest to stay out of this
Franklin matter but it couldn’t
be done, Literally the first full
day T was in residence here at
the center in. August, I got a.
call from some concerned fac-
ulty. They kept in touch and
then I began to-get calls from
Hme ty time from Mr, Franklin
himself. Then there came . a
time when it became clear to

me that, tragically, there was -

no sensitivity for civil liberties
on the Stanford cempus, Mest
tragically, it Flaanile ah-
Cgent among the saw schiool

feculty” ) E

Dershowitz went on, “Uve
been snocked by the response
Tve polien as a resuit of my
imyelyvement in  the case,
Frankiv, Vve beon mads to {ez!
like a Nm’(ho;‘ !: weyer who
wens down to TH
storied speaxing om o behalf
of the bl‘.cks, and the local
pecple said, ‘Shhiahh, don't
14785 sTound, don't Sy the na-
tives upt ™

4 T

R
RS

. ' e d
t0aL DC'L.'.; nn itz

3 with the hel p nf Jueed

pise

ries (i ;.a° sorved
Conrtha A.CLTL uatiohsl basra)
was ev‘;m.:u iy the mu,sm [

it
Franklin were to- be': Vo
ejected from the; Stanford fam-

Ctabte with a plelure of Stadin

saipni and

Friedenthal,
who'
Stanford  committes of the
SAniericen Associtation of Uni-

Tight to fige spesch 7
Tirst Amenge and ead

: _ 2 Cto engage n polities] u:rncmct
“stray dogs wandered in and © 5

looking for their mas-

that went 1120 un (o e very
Hise ol peomissikiiity. 115 con-
ofusions were  that  Franicding

should neot ke olsciplined in
ﬂ'l!.. 1(;«‘” LirEy
cowid be shown it ke inten-
tionaliy *—riw‘ it shert
LO(}”Q & .,,k
of I‘zank' .

T
L. {l‘-ga ik

uline, Finsky, the Lreed

- argaed. that belh speechos he
S made

osn February 5--—tha
Phite . Plaza ‘speech and tha

Ol Union cotirtyasd spocchy—

“were clearly within the limits
of the Fiest Amendment,

¢ remarked that I'd been

‘sivuck by the extend fo which
Franklin stemed to have made

# deliberately hus business to
puttage the Sianicrd commu-
nity. Dergrowvitz lockad weary
ard said, “He oudsaged
for exaraple. Wihen 1 was ap-
proached 1o be nvelved in the
casg, 1 enme to the heafing
room for the {izzt thne and
saw a picture of Stalin on his
counset takle. 1 wouldn’t
dreum of sitting at a cournsel

e,

Therg's only. one possibie pio-
iare that would Sutiags
more than Stalin's, and that
would be Hitler's.”

el

Dershowitz .~ continued,

Aehiore’s 4 senyd in the Sian-

ford -eomnmunity that Frank-
fim's z wry, very had £arso
indsen, that be's armetd
Cams, zh..-m he's advocated ihe
o '}- (i U';r. e ﬂﬁ.ti
agm izt the polies, and
he's possibiy bf‘r‘n l*mr}v{*" I"
the-bomiiug of a hovze on tie
Stanford compus. Al those
things sye in the .n wWhsi car
e proved ans sinst
vary different Irc'w wihat poeos
it think they kuow. Wast con
o proved i3 not much”
Yor the most parl, the
ulty stood aside, “I Con's think
they saw their owa’ interests
involved,” I wag told by Wik
linm Chace, the English pro-
fessor.

aung
+ (-1-'\ i

Carmy yugrs)
Gl

Foh g A
a law .
last year

:professor
headed the

~orsity Professcrs, took com-

Uiy ":"e g

and
afier the hearings wete Aver:s

CDIETUres

Frankiin i3 -

“It wastw’t .ot all ke
the loyaly Gath or the ‘hic

inclitding .hch H

decided By & fac :
“The prosident’s *,mvcrs
in fact very narrowly circun-

zeribed,” Friedzothel teld ma

‘in explaining why the faculty

»] threatened by the

o i cbien’s uONE pRoinst
Frankii, ~The advisery board

is us 1i's cur elected paepie)

Virtuaily the only exnigs-
sions of ©igceral concern cane
frcm smsii groups. of liberals
“pomservatives, - Shortly

but bejove the verdict was in,

& éro un of politicelly active,

ally leftish  professors
ited a 2 tony brief to ths
:srd cn F‘“;mn 2!

gigners was me'
r, the Nobel lnureavs
ist. Charles Drelimeler of the
p\; Yitical “science <ﬂp'::‘.tm°"n,

ho had been zctive in orsun-
:zmg the brief, told me that
there had not bLeen any real
affort to cellect as many sig-
as  possicle. "He
osoght that the most a

EAeH

&<

. being sympa.mci.”
Cconstruction  of
right to tenure.
probably a
sacosding to other sources.)
‘Conservatives also - submitted
letters to the hearing hoard,
m7at notably in the case of 24
professorz  in  the earth

Franklin's
{This was

- sciences depar‘tn{ent.'

ST EOPLE 1 had tulked with at
Stanford had without excep-
{ion-predicted that the hearing
board would take a middle
course, fi"ldir-;z Franklin guilty.
es charged gnd punishing him
by suspending him for one or
two  quarters

another boak,” one professor
toid me hitterly) Instead, the
board  surprisingly  found
Franiiin innocert on the count

of interfering with the Lodge:

speesil, but by o vole of 5 to
commendsd his immediate
521 6n the other three
aes, whish tad to do with
the twe sproghos and the con-
froniation’
the Copputation
recammendation was endlorsed
by Fresident Dyman on Jan.
2 and passed on to the board
of trustecs for their concurs
ce. Thare seoms Hitles like.

- fibood that they will change.

thizd of the faguity of a thou-.
sand mignt be counted on as:
to a sirict

aanerous estimate,

to the

without pay.
("Ee’ll just spend it writing.

hn pc]ice at-
Ceznter. (The

either- the - verdict- or the cLs-
missal.)

Franktin pronipily ¢ diled a
praezs conference at Vencer:
emos headguarters in Palo -
Alte. T missed it, but William .
Chace deseribed to me what
he saw on the television
sereert: “Y'd sort of expected
in the back of my mind that
this would be a crushing blow.
to Bruce. He's lost his job,
he's 37 years old, he has three

children. And there he is on

television—bright, happy, en-
thusiastic and winning; with
that kind of boyish, impish
way he has” “Jane Franklin
bad stood alongside -him, -not
smiling and carr},zng an M-1
carbine, o

There was nothmg lmpssh
about Franilins réception of
the verdict, He said there
were lies on every page of the
168-page report; described the
menhers of the hoard as.
“jiheral Fascists,” and recom-

‘mended violence on the came

pus.- When, later, I asked him

if- he'd really meant this, he

said, “Sure. I don’t think

anything would be going oo .
far. I ceriainly don't think the

peuple on the advisory board

should be allowed to keep

teaching their classes.”

- Franklin weat on to say that

‘he wias gomp o try toiaize the

money (& minimum of $25,009,
he thought) to take his case
courts, ~either &5 &
breach-of-contract case or, by

.choice, as a. First Amendment . -
.case, When I asked if he ex-
pecied ever to get another
-academic
Jaughed and said,
-decision as to what I d6 now

appointment, he
“fhe main

is. going to be made by the
central commitiee of Ven-
cerernog, 50 we haven't even
discussed it yet”

~ The reaction  on  campus
was even by Stanford stand.
ards unexpeetedly mild. Tha
public commenis  that were
made fell into predictable
channels, ‘The. Daily,s which
had recommended Franklin's
reinsfatement,  expressed its
dismay, The faculty political
action group was outraged.
Linus Pauling described the
verdict as “a great biow, not
just .to -academic -freedom but
to freedomi’ of speech.” The
Studsaf Council of Presidents
anid fie Swdent Senate wirned
that “the lid may now be off
on repression of political dis-
seai G the campus.  The
assistant déati -of earth scien-

-ces welcomed the - dismissat

P
ity



